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often leave the writing of this letter

to the last minute, and while that’s

sometimes for disorganisation

reasons, this issue I hesitated in

case the government made an
announcement about when children might
return to school — nothing so far...

To help you and your pupils get through
! ;. ;) N this rather strange period of limbo, we’ve
put together a specml home learning section this issue. If your
charges are suffering from worksheet fatigue, Jonny Walker’s
dreamt up 25 exciting ideas children can try at home that are
rich in learning opportunities. Find them on p18. Trying to video
conference with an excitable bunch of KS1 kids is a challenge
many of you will have faced over the last few weeks. Jack Dabell
shares five great tips for making remote learning work with
younger pupils on p25.

The wellbeing of both teachers and children is something that
will be at the forefront of everyone’s minds when schools reopen
and we return to some sort of normality — whatever that might
look like. Head over to p69 to hear from assistant principal
Kat Howard about how tokenistic initiatives like free cake Fridays
and yoga classes (as nice as they are) just won’t cut the mustard.

If, like me, you count Gogglebox on Friday night as the official
start of the weekend, you’ll enjoy Baasit Siddiqui’s piece on page
48. Did you know he used to be a teacher and now runs education
workshops?

Until next time,

Elaine Bennett, Editor
, @editorteach
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POWERED BY...

Vv

LAURA CROSS
promotes engineering
and the numerous
benefits it can bring
to primary pupils

“It’s not a fancy discipline
requiring resources you don’t
have the budget for”

p37

Vv

ANDREW HAMMOND
a“ = explores how to make
.. RSE lessons open and
\‘ / honest while protecting
‘ / . pupils’ innocence
“Creating a forum in which

children’s concerns can be aired

in class is vitally important”
p45

AIDAN SEVERS

says forget flashy session
plans — simple lessons can
save you time and give you
your life back

“Malke each task as simple as
possible so that the focus is on

what children need to learn”
p50
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Breaktime

News

Interviews

3 INSTANT LESSONS...

(You’re welcome)

HISTORY
AT HOME

CBBC presenter
Ben Shires has
teamed up with
experts from
English Heritage
to explore some
of history's
most fascinating
moments. View
each 30-minute
video for

free online at

english-heritage.

org.uk/history-
at-home

8 | www.teachwire.net

EVERYDAY
SCIENCE

As part of the
Royal Society's
Science at Home
offering, Professor
Brian Cox has
recorded a series
of videos about
simple science
experiments pupils
can carry out at
home. Do plants
need soil? Can you
change the size of
a shadow? tinyurl.
com/tpcox

EASY GENETICS

Introduce pupils

to the basics of
genetics witha

free online book.
Little Letters by Dr
Tiffany Taylor is

an illustrated story
about a scientist and
her two children who
discover a new type
of animal. It uses
rhyme to explain
DNA, genetics and
nature vs nuture.
littleletters
genetics.co.uk

Ideas

Resources Research

Listen up

Charity Sound and Music has

made its digital resource Minute

of Listening free. The online music
resource for EYFS, KS1 and KS2
children provides a minute of creative
and curious listening every day and
can be used by parents or teachers

as a starting point for creative
activities such as drawing and writing.
Introduce children to a range of
music and sounds from Bjork to
Beethoven and select via mood or
curriculum area. Use the follow-up
questions to encourage children to
discuss what they heard, thought and
felt. Sign up at minuteoflistening.
org/free-trial

~=-vour FREE
RESOURCES

This home learning pack is designed for children
in Y3-6 to complete over a week, with some adult
support where possible. It’s based around the topic
of animals and their habitats and offers a range of
activities covering reading, writing, science and
geography, with additional ideas including music
and art. Find it at tinyurl.com/plazoomanimals
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Head back in time

The Prehistoric Society has recently launched a website designed to help teachers deliver

prehistoric topics in the classroom. It features teaching resources and introductory

material written collaboratively by members of the Prehistoric Society with consultation

from teachers. There is a programme of 11 off-the-peg lessons covering the KS2

‘Prehistoric Britain” history module. They have been designed to simulate archaeological
discovery and to generate class discussion. Through progressive frames of a Powerpoint
presentation, children can ‘excavate’ a site and are challenged to use the evidence and
resources included to explain what they think their find is, how it was used and how old it
is. Cross-curricular links have also been built in, providing opportunities for outdoor and

forest school activities. Visit the website at theprehistoricsociety.school.blog

Free app
Jor parents

600

myHappymind, provider of award-winning,

NHS-backed, mental wellbeing programmes

to schools, has released a free version of its
online material that parents can use during

the coronavirus lockdown. The programmes
are normally delivered by staff in school, but

have now been adapted so that schools can

share them remotely with parents at home. The
content is designed to help parents initiate fun,
positive interactions and conversations with
their children and to support positive mental
health and self-esteem. Schools can register at

myhappymind.org/light-enquiry

THE INCREASE IN NEW REGISTERED
MEMBERS SOME COUNCIL-OWNED

LIBRARIES HAVE EXPERIENCED

SINCE CORONAVIRUS LOCKDOWN*

Look ahead | Book ahead

LUNCH CLUB

The Big Lunch, an annual
get-together for
neighbours, has
been running since
2009 and will also
happen this year —
albeit a little
differently! tinyurl.
com/tplunch

ART ATTACK

Children's Art Week
takes place in June.
Encourage children
and families to try
some creative
activities they've
never done before.
tinyurl.com/
tpartweek

Wk

IN EVERY ISSUE

QA

Humza Arshad

Comedian, YouTuber and
star of the Puffin Podcast

What was primary school like
Joryou?

Fun! [ wasn’t the naughtiest or the one
that would get top marks in class — [ was
often the one that would say a joke, make
the class laugh and get told to stand in the
corner, then I'd ery! Looking back,
Tappreciate how enjoyable it all was — the
lessons, playtime, kiss chase... I should
probably stop now!

What’s lockdown been like?

T actually had many of the coronavirus
symptoms so it didn’t start off very well,
but thankfully I'm much better. This
lockdown period has been extra unusual
asit’s also Ramadan so I'm fasting for
most of the day. I've tried to spend my
time as productively as I can - I've been
writing the next Little Badman book,
creating content for my YouTube channel
and working on some new ideas.

How did you get involved with the
Puffin Podcast?

The Puffin team showed me their plans
to reach families and asked if [ would like
to get involved. I said I would only do it if
I could get young people involved in the
show, and they agreed! The podcast
covers everything from biology and
wildlife to space. We ask questions like,
‘How do astronauts go to the loo?” and
share ridiculous facts, unbelievable
stories and lots of jokes. Listen in!

FIND OUT MORE

All episodes of The Puffin Podcast with
Humza Arshad are available for free at
puffin.co.uk/podcast or wherever you
get your podcasts. Find out more about
Puffin’s 80th birthday celebrations at
puffin.co.uk/dreambig

www.teachwire.net | 9
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Your school can help us save more lives, develop
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Start fundraising
today!
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and handy resources.

Get in touch:
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020 7239 3131
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FEATURES TEACHING TIPS

tips to use in class

A good comic can command even the rowdiest of audiences, so utilise some
of their tricks to keep your pupils on side, says Dave Keeling

1 AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION

A good teacher, like a good comic, should always be
aware of what their audience is doing at all times.
Are they engaged and, if not, can | be flexible enough
in the moment to tailor my lesson to fit the needs of
all those gathered before me? Can | get them back
on track with a question they weren't expecting?
Can | bring them in with a well-crafted change in
direction, tone, thought or activity? Your audience is
the sole reason you are there so, whether they are
captive or not, they need to feel wanted, valued and
a necessary part of the ongoing action of a lesson.

2| DON’T BE AFRAID TO FAIL

Every comic who has ever stood up has fallen flat on
their arse at least once, if not multiple times, during
their career. Look at each lesson as an opportunity to
learn, develop and improve. You are, as they say, only
as good as your last job. It doesn't matter how good
the lesson was last week; it's your performance when
you deliver the next lesson that counts. Just keep
trying new stuff out. Nobody dies. You'll never know
whether it works or not if you don't give it a whirl.

3 GO OFF ONATANGENT

Riffing is the ability to explore an idea, go where it
goes, build off other people’s input and see where
that takes you. It's a way of working that gets all
kinds of neurological connections firing and
promotes the art of ‘first thoughts' The great thing
about riffing is this: if it works, make a note and
keep it in for next time, and if it doesn't work, get
rid and pretend it never happened. Riffing helps to
build up content, ideas and thoughts and helps to
develop great working relationships.

Y0 @mrappealing

DAVE
KEELING
hasbeen a professional
actor and ‘stand-up
educationalist’ for
more than 20 years.
Thisis an extract
from his new book,
Independent Thinking
on Laughter (Crown
House Publishing).

4 | ACCEPT FEEDBACK

Many comics will record their sets so that when they
get home they can replay it and see what worked.
Teachers have a ready-made feedback system called
‘students’ Never forget that pupils have had the
pleasure/misfortune of sitting through hundreds of
lessons and are adept at knowing what worked, what
didn’t and, crucially, why. While some feedback may
be hard to take, it is imperative for our own personal
growth that we learn to use it and move forward.

5 TRY CALLBACKS

In comedy, a ‘callback’ is a joke or comment that
refers back to a previous joke in the set that worked.
For instance, when I'm performing | may ascertain
early on who the naughtiest person in the roomis.
Whenever something vaguely naughty occurs, | can
give a nod towards that person — something that will
almost certainly get a laugh of recognition. The skill is
to set up something in advance such as a phrase,
activity or relationship that you can keep coming
back to throughout the session. This will not only
elicit a laugh but will also ensure pupils remember it.

6 | STRONG FINISH

All good stand-ups constantly hone their sets until
they have what we call a ‘bulletproof act. Comedian
Frank Skinner once said that if you have a strong
opening and a strong finish, the middle will take care
of itself. What this means is that you can try out new
material in the middle because you already know
you've got them eating out of the palm of your hand,
and even if this new bit doesn't work too well, at least
you know you've got that big finish that'll knock 'em
off their feet and leave 'em wanting more.

[7] crownhouse.co.uk

www.teachwire.net | 11
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REMOTE LEARNING
EVIDENCE

' The Education Endowment Foundation
has undertaken a new review of the evidence on remote
found that the quality of remote

learning and has
teaching is more jmportant than how lessons are

delivered. Whether delivered live or by pre—recorded
video, what matters most is whether the explanation
builds clearly on pupils’ prior learning. The review also
highlights the importance of access to technology and
finds that getting pupils to interact with each other in
online learning environments — for example, through
peer marking —can boost the impact of remote

learning. Read the full report and find evidence-based

resources at educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/

covid-19-resources
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Each issue we ask a contributor to
pen a note they would love to send

A letter to...

You may find him hard work,
but with support, empathy and
guidance he’ll be able to thrive

We are so excited for our son to be in your
class in September. He has come from a
very tricky background with many different
carers, teachers, homes and siblings —
already in his short little life. He had no
choice in any of these changes and they
made him very scared and unsure.

We wanted to let you know a few things
about him to help. He is very excitable and
can't control his emotions. His brain is so
dysregulated that he even spells his own
name wrong. He also has other gaps in his
Early Years learning due to having minimal
support and stability at that time.

He is so charming and
complimentary to adults that
they sometimes find it extremely
hard to believe that there are
any difficulties. They may think
they have a special relationship
with him and might tell you that
they can handle him for you. This
is because he has encouraged
them to join his ‘team’ to protect himself.
These people will not hurt him now as they
believe him to be a nice, kind boy with great
charm and personality. He uses these skills
as a shield to prevent people getting to
know who he thinks is the ‘real him:

You, as his teacher, will quickly find him
hard work. The moment you ask him to do
something he doesn't like he will drop the
charm and go into fight or flight mode. This
is another skill he has developed to protect
himself from danger. Work that is too tough
will make him feel rubbish and sad, so he
finds it easier to refuse to do it or just run

away from it. He has done this successfully
over many school years with staff who just
cannot understand him.

He blames himself for his past. This
means he is so overwhelmed by shame
that he believes everything he does is bad
and there is no way he could possibly do
something well. Because of this, we do not
praise him directly. We gossip about him,
talking loudly and showing each other the
amazing things which he has done that
day. He overhears this and feels pride in
himself, without having to confront his
negative feelings and beliefs.

“The moment you ask him to
do something he doesn’t like
he will drop the charm™

My son needs tight boundaries. Don't
be scared of him — underneath is a lovely
character just wanting to be loved. On
the surface, however, he is an angry, hurt,
rejected child who learnt to survive ina
big bad world that he was too young to
have to deal with. He cannot unlive his past
experiences, so we need to help him move
past them and create better ones.

He needs to hear the word ‘no’ When
he was younger he never heard this, simply
because adults were never there to stop
him. He was always able to do whatever
he chose, without guidance or prevention.

For this reason, his brain created the
neurological pathway to allow this to
continue, which you are now stopping.
This causes an ‘itch’in his brain — the
pathway has to reroute and that is why
it makes him angry or upset. But over
time the pathway will reset, allowing
him to relax and follow instructions
without the irritation and annoyance.
This negative pathway, and all of
the other free-range pathways which
developed during his period of neglect,
rears its ugly head regularly, generally
when he is overwhelmed with emotion.
However, with love, support,
empathy, guidance and
strength he can overcome
these tricky moments and
make good choices for
himself, trusting that he is
safe to do so in our care.
Your classroom will be
better off for having him as a
member. He is incredibly creative and
has such an engineering imagination.
He can realistically and logically solve
all kinds of problems. He can be relied
upon for simple tasks and shows
real kindness to others in need. He is
enthusiastic and, if managed, can bring
a fun, loving and humorous presence to
the room. We know that if you can get
the best from him, you will love him as
much as we do.

Fom Elena

Elena Holmes is the adoptive mum of two children and author of AdoptyMum: A Survival Guide to Life with Adopted Kids

[] elenaholmes.com
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30 COUNTRIES 2,000 SCHOOLS 70,000 CHILDREN
THE AWARD-WINNING PETER PAN MUSICAL FOR K$?2

< Pantastic

A Soaring Musical Adventure by Matthew Crossey and Tom Kirkham

Providing defibrillators and life saving training
on Heart packages to schools and communities across the UK

Saving children's lives with defibrillaters

Did you know 12 young people die each week from sudden cardiac arrest?
Make your school heart safe and increase survival rates from 6% to 74%

If you’re a school or community group interested in

expanding your first aid kit with a life saving Defib, contact

the Hand on Heart team for some great advice or free fundraising
ideas on how to ensure your site becomes heart safe in the future.

0845071 0822 3 @handonheart

enquiries@handonheart.org :
www.handonheart.org Ei Handonheartcharity
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FEATURES PRACTICAL ADVICE

For many children it can be hard
to visualise and really understand
action that takes place over a short
amount of time when reading. Add
in numerous variables - character,

Create maps featuring key events from your setting, equipment or weather,

class novel to ensure all pupils are on board for example - and it can become
difficult to truly keep up with what is

happening at various stages of a key
event. To ensure that all children

in class are able to follow and
comprehend these key events, it is
important to break each stage down

BEN KING

Read the chapter containing the
@ %% passage you are going to study.

Ask pupils to read, read some parts

,‘ yourself, re_ad some all together and fully discuss what is happening.
a and ask children to read to each I did this with lass & ¢
Y/ other in pairs. In the section we Swi my.c assto gl:ea
4 studied, the main characters and effect when studying a particular
2 thgir frien:s \A./zreftricked into | passage of Brightstorm by Vashti
/) going to the aid of an apparently o . .
2 stranded man. It was a trap, Hardy. The activity, explained
Y724 however, and they were quickly below, was spread over several days.
~~ . -~--- attacked. As all hope appeared

lost, they were rescued by yet
more strangers. What would be easy to

o
690 °> show in a film is tricky for some pupils to comprehend in print. e
Discuss what has happened and ensure children understand 0

the key points. \o/

A — = — = —\ Recap events using yesterday’s notes. Discuss where
F N =l i N N\ each event took place in relation to different characters,
' As a class, recap what [} important landmarks and the story’s wider geographical
( happened in the scene, who ] se'.cting. Display y_estet.'day's sugar paper notes and ask
the key players are, what their children to work in pairs to
' roles are and what we know ) plot each event on a blank
y  asreaders that the characters ] TR, RIS & numb.er to
don't. Collectively note the key ' define each plotpoint.
\ eventsand their orderona ) Use examples of event
\ sheet of sugar paper. Ensuring maps from newspapers,
that everyone is confident with ( such as a map that
¥ what has happened is crucial \ shows the route of a
\ for the comprehension part of royal RICCesSIonlona
reading. Until then, you can’t ) rescue mission. This
¢ begin to infer or deduce why it may have | enables children to
¢ happened. Display the shared writing you ’ see how one event
’ have created. 1y leads to the next and
h J how characters in
- - turn respond to the
actions of others.

Conclusion

Children will need to demonstrate high levels of comprehension
and decoding during this task. It takes mature thinking to be able
to accurately recall and plot multiple characters, comprehend

///,//,,, motivation and causality and then be able to show this using just the

text as a guide. The children’s maps will show you who really ‘gets’
Ask children to create a clear map that shows the characters what has happened in the text and who might need some extra input.
involved, the terrain around them and their locations in As well as looking brilliant,
relation to other events. Draw and label key areas and event maps are a great way
include ‘zoomed in’ boxes (larger-scale depictions of to ensure that children have L : Ben King is a Y5 teacher
particular parts) to help others clearly see what is occurring. understood crucial parts of andreading lead.
The children can add one or two sentences to explain your class novel. % @mrbking1988
characters’ direction of travel or what is happening at a [ kinginthecl blogspot.com

particular time. Number these to show the order of events.
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INSIDE THIS
SECTION...

Five top tech tips to help with remote
learning for KS1 children

Supercharge pupils’ home learning by
showing them these fantastic resources

Some headteachers are still finding ways
to micromanage during the shutdown

Topical Tuesdays! R,

Tom and Jerry i
turn 80 yearsold .

=
Hotd  debete

Keep children abreast of current affairs
by using our free weekly resources

18 | www.teachwire.net

HOME
LEARNING

O

Forget dull worksheets — immerse children inrich
learning opportunities with these easy ideas

JONNY WALKER

n these unprecedented times, our students are spending more time
than ever learning at home. Resist the temptation to bombard them
with a dull parade of worksheets. Instead, try these meaningful
home learning project ideas. Not all children have regular access to

computers or smartphones which is why there’s a range of suggestions
here, some which involve internet technology, and some that don’t.

Superheroes
assemble

This project can be small or large. On a smaller
scale, set up an art session and draw or paint a
superhero alter-ego, or write and record part
of a film script. On a larger scale, encourage
children to live as their superhero alter-ego
for a while. What does their costume look
like? Do they have any gadgets? Can they
create these using junk modelling and
bits and bobs from home? Act out or

film scenes of heroism. Marvellous!

(See what we did there?)



Back & forth

The following game is a fun
and quirky way to generate a story
arc. You’ll need at least two people,
taking turns. The first person shares
a sentence beginning with the word
‘fortunately’ - their role is to tell
a happy, optimistic tale. The next
person begins with ‘unfortunately’,
and responds, trying to make the
story sad. The playful back and
forth is fun in itself, but can lead to
inventive story ideas.

HOME LEARNING

Life stories

During this period of social

distancing and self-isolation,

many older people in our

communities and families may be
feeling particularly lonely. This project
can help to keep children occupied in

a meaningful way that benefits others.
If you're a parent, think of relatives or
neighbours who may like to take part.
If you're a school, investigate linking up
with a local nursing home. Children can
prepare questions in advance and call
their chosen older person to hear their

Family
comic

Sometimes we overburden children
by expecting them to invent a story, plot,
characters and dialogue from scratch. By
using their real life as fuel, children can focus
on the humour and storytelling. Provide a
comic book template for them, or they can
make their own. They can then create a comic
showing the peculiar life of their household.
The Beano is a great source of inspiration. Its
website contains lots of comic strip examples.

W %

/
Variety show

Link up pupils with each other on an online
platform like Google Classroom. Give each
child a different topic, ideally covering the breadth of
the curriculum. For example, one pupil can research
the excavation of the tomb of Tutankhamun,
while another researches the significance of the
Rosetta Stone for Egyptology. Ask pupils to create a
three-minute ‘show’ about their topic, demonstrating
and articulating their research in engaging ways.
Focus on presentational skills as much as the
content being researched.

5 Read,
read, read

It would be remiss of us

not to mention one of the
simplest and most effective
home learning activities:
read books, and read them
well. If children are lucky
enough to have lots of books
at home, they can start with
any they’ve not read before.
Many children’s writers have
authorised teachers to read
their books in online videos.
Pupils will love seeing a
familiar face.

stories. They can then write these up
and send them to their interviewees, or
phone them up and read it to them.

theatre

Mousetrap Theatre
Projects has launched a
new ‘stay-at-home’ theatre
initiative to bring the
merriment and creativity
of the stage into every
living room in the country.
Every week, it sets different
creative challenges which
explore different themes,
genres and techniques.
Week one involves working
with your household to
create a theatre-inspired
video clip. Try a
Shakespearean speech, a
parody of your favourite
show or the famous clicking
battle from West Side Story.
Visit mousetrap.org.uk/
every-home-a-theatre
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Kitchen maths

Baking and cooking are good things to be
doing in their own right, but if you want to introduce
amathematical element, formalise it a bit so that
the maths doesn’t get lost in
the process. If you have the
recipe for how much of each

ingredient is needed to make
one cookie, how much of each
ingredient will we need to
make eight cookies? This
can be an effective way
to foreground children’s
understanding of ratio.

Puppet
sh(?\ln?

Shadow theatre

originated
thousands of years ago in China
and Indonesia. As a form of ancient
storytelling, it is worthy of study in its
own right, as well as being a rich way to
develop children’s skills in design and —
performance. Children can create their

Swap shop

An effective way for children
to develop an understanding
of money, and of equivalence,
is to set up a household ‘swap
shop’. Children can find objects
that they want to exchange and attribute
avalue to each item. If one childwants
to swap a doll for a value of
£3, what could he afford to
swap it for from his sister’s
shop? If pupils have access to
technology, this
is something that
could be done with
classmates. Ask each child
to photograph their ‘shop’ with visible price
labels. They can then ‘trade’ with classmates.
This can all be make-believe — no contracts
need exchanging! Platforms like Google
Classroom are well equipped for this.

.
—
—

own stories, props and characters from scratch, or

of their words and actions.

produce their own reimaginings of classic fairy and folk tales. This focus means
less time is spent imagining characters, and more on pupils’ own interpretation

513

Ball control

Many of my students can often
be heard shouting ‘Tekkers!" as
they dribble past an embarrassed
opponent, or nutmeg them.
Encourage children to use their time
to practise close control techniques.

12

Geography bee

Try an online geography bee. I've created one
on YouTube at tinyurl.com/tpbee. There are
five rounds, each around 20 minutes long, and
a free study pack. It will introduce children to
locational knowledge, flags and mapping skills,
then guide them to do independent research on
elements of human and physical geography.

N’/
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tessellatlon

This mosaic tile project is a fusion
of geometry and art. As well as
making something aesthetically
pleasing, children will be learning
the relationship between area and
regular/irregular shapes. Begin
with a small (A6/A7) piece of
rectangular card. Cut a wavy-lined
strip off one vertical side and stick
it the opposite side. Repeat with
the horizontal sides. This shape is
aperfect tessellator. Experiment
with this idea. Can children make
atessellation tile in the shape of an
animal, for example?

If they have a garden, great. If not,
there are still lots of skills that
can be developed indoors without
smashing the TV. Toe taps are a
good one to practise for football.
Can children do 60 in a minute?
If children have access to a
basketball hoop, or can make one,
how many shots can they make out
of 50 each day? Encourage them
to record the results in a table. This
allows them to see their progress
and practise calculating averages.



HOME LEARNING
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Camera
obscura

A prolonged time at home
allows for children to get
stuck into some more
ambitious science projects.
By making a camera obscura
lens from an empty cereal
box, children can learn about
light, technology and the
function of the human eye.
It creates a stunning visual
effect and the science behind
it is equally fascinating.
Find a simple guide at
tinyurl.com/tpobscura

(] [ [J
Virtual visit
If you ask most children what they like about school, you can
bet that school trips are high on their list. While we are all social
distancing this is a bit of a pipedream, but hope is not lost, since
many great museums have some very well-designed virtual tours
that children can enjoy. The British Museum and the Natural
History Museum both have great interactivity through the Google

Arts and Culture app (artsandculture.google.com). Ask children
to report back on the most interesting thing that they find.

Scratch
an itch

Scratch is a programming softwar~
and community that is committec
supporting children to learn coding.
It’s pitched at eight to 16-year-olds, with Scratch
Jr accommodating five to seven-year-olds.
The whole project is developed by
academics at MIT. The app and website
are very user-friendly; children can create
animations, stories and even games, and
there is alot of help for parents and pupils
alike. Visit scratch.mit.edu

S

Paper planes

There are an abundance of practical
ways to let children explore and
experiment with the notion of air

resistance. Try making ‘good’ and

‘bad’ paper aeroplanes and consider

why some work and others don't.
Use this logic to create the most
effective paper aeroplane you can.
Measure the distance it flies.

19 Write a letter

For all the majesty of technological
advancement, there are few things that
excite a kid as much as receiving mail

15

Harness the outdoors

Make the most of the time you’re allowed to
spend outdoors. Encourage children to breathe
deep and notice the small details of their daily
walk. This can inspire poetry back at home.
Watch a video of Adisa the poet exploring

this idea at tinyurl.com/tpadisa

that is addressed to them. Organise a

letter swap among the children in your class

to help them feel connected. Act as an intermediary

by asking families to send their letters to school,

to be passed on to different children in the class,

or try linking up with another school. e
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-~ Crack a code

It can sometimes feel like our children are
speaking in code, but this takes it to the next level.
Codes can enable children to develop a foundational
understanding of computational language, which depends
] ] on similar devices and techniques. The Postal Museum
Get al'tlStlc has a great resource pack for teachers which can be
adapted for home learning. Get it at tinyurl.com/tpcodes

Many schools work in creative partnership with local
artists who have great expertise and ideas. Ask them &
if they can support your children to develop their

technical skills and creative expression during the Game OVB].‘

lockdown. Look for practical tutorials on YouTube.
ArtJohn is a great example (youtube.com/artjohn),

with sculpture, 3D drawing and colour mixing
tutorials for teachers, parents and children.

There are some great board games out there for
kids. Many classics, like Scrabble and Trivial
Pursuit, have junior versions. There are also free
Scrabble apps available. Alternatively, why not set
children the challenge of creating their own? The
theme can draw on their own interests, and children
will need to make the board and
playing equipment, as well as
’ coming up with a clear set \

of rules and instructions.

’

Try areading app

The Reading Journey is a brilliant app developed by

Just Imagine. It allows children to log the books they’ve read
and also makes smart recommendations and sets challenges
for pupils to record their own response. It is
all about celebrating and promoting a
love of reading. Given that children
N J will have more time, it can be a
great way for teachers to see
what pupils are immersing

Make a family
anthology

For children and their families, this shutdown will be a
strange and memorable experience. Encourage them to

N

collate their writing, art, poetry and other creations into \ themselves in. Schools
abig book, which can serve as a memento of this peculiar i '
. . . . . . : rather than parents, need
time. Knowing that this anthology exists will be a motivator tosi but it's f
initself, as children tend to think more carefully about N (o] SIgr_l U[?, ut it’s free.
Visit thereadingjourney.co.uk

what they are doing if they have a clearer purpose.

J—

Jonny Walker

is the director

of OtherWise
Education and
runs innovative
projects across
groups of schools,
such as poetry retreats and creative
writing networks. During the school
closures, OtherWise is curating

a collection of free resources for
schools, families and children.

Y @jonnywalker_edu

[T otherwiseeducation.com

Make time to talk

More than any of the above, the most important thing
for us to do in these times is to make time to talk.
As adults, we are likely juggling several worries and
anxieties, and our children are likely to feel very
similar. The news is scary for us, and even more so
for children. Make time to talk and to truly listen.
Let children share what is on their mind, whether
they are blissfully happy and distracted, or sad and
missing school. For now, families are the most valuable
learning resource schools have access to.
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wow Keep allocating new eBooks
to pupils at home with three
months’ free access to the
Reading Planet online library

Teachers and pupils can now access the Reading Planet
online library completely free of charge for three months.
Featuring hundreds of colourful fiction and non-fiction
eBooks, audio synchronisation and interactive quizzes,
the online library boosts the teaching of reading from age
4-11, wherever they’re reading. Allocating eBooks to pupils
at home will also allow you to see how they’re doing, with
comprehension-boosting quizzes at the end of each book.

Contact:
Sign up for three months' free
access at risingstars-uk.com/
onlinelibrary

BOOKS FOR BRING STORIES GET CHILDREN EXPLORE
ALL READERS TO LIFE INVOLVED IN DEPTH

The online library provides access Each eBook includes audio Interactive quizzes are The teacher toolkit provides
to a wide range of fiction and synchronisation (KS1 only), available for each eBook, easy-to-use tools such
non-fiction, across different genres. helping to bring stories to life providing a fun way of as pens and text boxes,
Whether you need a modern for young readers. Literacy assessing comprehension to support study of each
adventure story or a historical coordinator Hayley Footitt and vocabulary skills, even eBook. English lead Dani
biography, a classic retelling or a says, “The children feel more outside of the classroom. As Rackley says, “Being able
fact-filled information guide, there's confident when they hear and one parent noted, “It makes to circle, draw on and
an eBook for all interests and see the audio-synced text being it easy to encourage him to annotate the text
reading abilities. highlighted and read out loud.” read with me.” is useful”
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REASONS TO TRY...

The Literacy Tree’s
Literary Curriculum

Our Learning Logs and Home Learning
Branches resources will help with book-
based English while pupils are at home

HIGH ENGAGEMENT

Our Learning Logs and Home
Learning Branches connect to
the curriculum and engage pupils
using the context of a book. The
narrative helps to make the learning
interesting — providing an audience
and purpose for writing and a
reason to read.

NEW TEACHER

The Learning Logs are a series
of book-based videos led by our
consultants. They guide children
through the book, directing them to
tasks and asking questions. It's great
for pupils to listen to a different voice

—evenifit'sjust for 20 minutes a day.

LOVE OF BOOKS

We often base our resources
on lesser-known books by
significant authors. These titles help
children discover new writers and

PARTNER CONTENT

genres which might inspire their
future reading choices.

EASY ACCESS

We know that access to
books can be anissue. Many of the
titles we've chosen for our Home
Learning Branches are available as
films or free audio versions. This is
a great way to introduce children
to a classic and show them how to
engage with a text in a different way.

At a glance

The
Literary
Curriculum

|
Contact:

Find the resources at
literarycurriculum.
co.uk

e Access 28 Home Learning Branches with an
individual or school subscription and download as

many times as you want.

* Download a planning sequence to gain access to

our Learning Logs.

¢ |Individual sequences, £5; monthly subscription,
£3.99 for a token each month plus receive an
additional token in the first month to spend on any

book-based resource.

REASONS TO TRY...

Nexus P2P range

Early Years teachers will love using our
P2P products to boost pupils’ literacy

and numeracy skills

GOOD FOUNDATIONS

The P2P range is a family
of products comprising ‘Pegs to
Paper’ for literacy and ‘P2P Count
Up' for numeracy. The focus of the
activities are centred around copying
patterns onto pegboards. From letter
formation to early number sense, the
products help to enhance all basic
cognitive processes for mastering
skills of literacy and numeracy, while
forming strong connections in the
brain which stimulate learning.

DEVELOPED WITH
EXPERTS
Dr Angela Webb, child psychologist,
board member of the National
Handwriting Association and former
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primary head, has been an
instrumental player in developing
the P2P range. Christina Wood, a
lead school improvement advisor
for mathematics, has also had a
key role in developing the support
material for the numeracy section
‘P2P Count Up.

GREAT FOR BOYS

Helen Sowden, headteacher
at Ann Edwards Primary, says:
“One of the biggest differences
we noted was the increased
engagement by all pupils, but
particularly boys. Their physical
development, as well as their
desire to go to writing activities,
has really increased.”

BRITISH LIBRARY
Our giant pegboard was on
display in an exhibition at the
British Library last summer called
‘Writing: Making Your Mark' It was
included as an example of one of
the modern ways in which
handwriting is taught today.

At a glance

Learn. Play

NeJ<us

Contact:

For free trials and free
home packs for key
workers visit:
learnplaynexus.
com/pegs-to-paper-
products

Get in touch by email:
connect@
learnplaynexus.com

e Uses a combination of physical and cognitive

approaches to learning.

e Improves all aspects of Early Years & SEN

handwriting.

e The most open-ended maths manipulative

available.



HOME LEARNING

Learning CURVE

Tech tips to help with remote learning for KS1 children
JACK DABELL

n the current climate,
many teachers are having
to grapple with new
technology. Even for the
most tech-savvy it can feel like
a steep learning curve when so
much else is changing. If you feel
like you’re climbing alone (with
your hands tied behind your
back and your leg in a bear trap)
these five tech hacks might help
to flatten the curve.

1 Keep the

noise down

If you are using video
conferencing software to
recreate an online classroom,
you may have noticed how
loud it can get. In a normal
classroom the noise of 30
seven-year-olds can naturally
dissipate, but it’s a different
story when all 30 voices are
excitedly talking right in your
ear. Luckily, Zoom has you
covered. By clicking on the
‘Manage participants’ button
on the bottom task bar you
can bring up a list of everyone
in the meeting and mute
specific users, or mute all at
the same time. If you schedule
ameeting through the website,
you can also choose to mute
participants on entry.

2 Share your
screen

Another very handy feature

on Zoom is the ability to
screen-share. This transforms
your computer into a
whiteboard. Enable this by
clicking the green ‘Share
screen’ button at the bottom.
You will then be prompted to
choose what you want to share.
It will show you a preview of
everything you have open on
your computer. The screen
you select is now visible to
your online class. As with a

whiteboard, you can annotate
it, meaning you can draw,
highlight, write text and place

stamps anywhere on the screen.

The children will be able to
see these.

Create a

schedule
Children respond well to
structure and for many
teachers, creating a timetabled
day is very important. This
is particularly important for
Y1 and 2 pupils who are still
developing their understanding
of a more formalised daily
schedule. Knowing something
will come out at a set time on
set days can be really beneficial
for them. If you are using
Google Classroom you can
schedule posts. This is a great
help if you want to establish
set activities at different times
of the day. It’s also a lifesaver
for anyone who wants to
get ahead with planning. To
schedule something, click
the drop-down arrow next to
the ‘Post’ button, then click
‘Schedule’ to select dates and
times. You can post documents,
assignments, announcements,
videos, questions, quizzes...
the list goes on!

Flag it
Encouraging interaction

and socialising with younger
children and their parents is
avaluable part of the virtual
school day. However, things can
easily get lost in group chats.
This is why I like the ‘flagging’
function in Microsoft Teams.

If there’s an important message
or document you don’t want to
lose track of, hover over it and
click the flag icon. You can then
find all your flagged messages by
clicking your profile in the top
right and selecting ‘Saved’.

Record your

lessons
Another challenge for KS1
teachers is how best to revisit
and go back to key concepts.
Always having things ticking
over so they aren’t forgotten is
really important, especially for
KS1 children. In a classroom,
this can be done quickly with
a five-minute starter or a
question while children line
up for lunch. With remote
learning this is trickier.
Skype’s ability to record
video meetings is one
option worth trying.
You can either record
whole sessions or
use the pause and
record buttons
to capture

important snippets you want

to revisit. To do this, click the
three dots on your taskbar, then
‘Start recording’<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>