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We’ll start this month by paying tribute to 
absolute industry legend Mike Hall, who sadly 
passed away in July. Long-time editor of this very 
magazine, Mike was known and loved by all in 
the industry and will be very much missed. Our thoughts are 
with his family.

So, we’ve already reached our Sept-Oct issue – the year has 
flown by in a packaging industry blur leaving heads spinning. 
But, don’t panic – if your noodle is still in an uncontrollable 
rotational state, just focus on the following pages and some 
vague sort of sense will emerge of where the world of retail 
packaging currently stands.

In particular this issue, we’ve looked at the life of Luxury, 
the dos and don’ts of Building Brands, the ever-increasing 
popularity of Glass Packaging, the latest Packaging Machinery, 
and previews of both PPMA Total and Packaging Innovations 
London.

Add to that a splash of industry, product and machinery 
news, and all the usual comment from industry experts, and not 
only should the violent head spinning draw to a complete halt, 
you should also go on to achieve an absolute Zen-like state of 
packaging peace by the final page – that’s the power of Retail 
Packaging!

Stuart Pritchard
Editor
stuart@retailpackagingmag.co.uk
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Distributed free to 
qualifying industry insiders, 
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All the essential info on the 
people making the retail packaging business boom…

Industry News

Mike Hall, 
1943 – 2019

Ian Schofield joins 
Elmwood as a Non 
Executive Director

Scayl scale up despite 
only launching this year

Foilco were recently visited by the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Greater Manchester, Warren J Smith, for a day of 
staff celebrations and the presentation of the 
prestigious Queen’s Award.

Greeted by the company’s Managing Director, 
Paul Hornby, the Lord-Lieutenant was given the full 

ROYAL REPRESENTATION AT FOILCO’S HEAD OFFICE

SCHOFIELD MOVES TO ELMWOOD
Award-winning global brand design consultancy, Elmwood, has hired Ian 
Schofield as a Non Executive Director to help advise clients as well as to guide 
its own sustainability agenda.

Previously at Iceland Foods, where he led the charge of targeting plastic-
free packaging by 2023 and now an independent consultant, Schofield is seen 
as one of the UK’s leading experts in the field of packaging reuse and 
recycling in particular, regularly advising MEPs and as regular commentator in 
the media. 

Commenting on the challenges facing design companies and their need 
to upskill in this area, Schofield said: “With many of the leading UK retailers 
pledging to make step changes in the fight against climate change, we are 
about to witness a long overdue but seismic change for the packaging 
industry and for brand owners alike as they have to find new materials to 
package their goods to remain on shelf in the next decade.

 “I am delighted to join Elmwood to help them guide clients in this 
hugely important field. I have always admired their forward thing approach to 
brand building.”
elmwood.com

SCAYL PARTNER WITH PFM 
Having only officially launched earlier this year, Scayl have announced they have 
partnered with packaging machinery giants, PFM.

Scayl’s packaging machines were developed to scratch their own itch. As owners of 
BRUU – The Gourmet Tea Club, a tea subscription service, they were hand packing 
thousands of sachets of loose tea every month. Wanting to improve their efficiency and 
decrease waste, the team started to look at machinery. Unfortunately, entry level 
solutions were tailored for much bigger companies, so they decided to develop their 
own cost-effective solution.

Since inception earlier this year, the range has grown to five machines, including a 
sealing machine and they have found customers in all corners of the globe with exports 
now making up 30% of sales.

Earlier this month they partnered with PFM, marking a significant landmark and 
verification that they are doing something right! It will allow both companies to share 
ideas, industry insights and help serve PFM customers who are looking for more entry 
level solutions.

“PFM are excited to see where the new partnership with Scayl will take us. We feel 
that the products they offer compliments our own range and will enable us to help 
customers of all sizes grow their businesses. We were really impressed with their 
machines and simplicity,” says Chris, Sales Director at PFM.
scayl.co.uk

factory tour of Foilco’s production facility. 
Introduced to every member of the Foilco team, 
dressed in the incredibly impressive regalia 
adorned military attire (during one of the hottest 
days of the year) the Lord-Lieutenant still had 
time to talk to everyone. 

The formal handing over of the Queen’s 
Award presentation took place at the epicentre 
of the company’s hub, where Mr Smith 
addressed all members of the Foilco family and 
explained the significance of such an accolade. 
Paul Hornby also addresses the floor, explaining 
that the only reason the company have been 
awarded such recognition, is due to the 
continued hard work of each and every 
member of the team. 

Post-presentation Mr Smith was led into 
Foilco’s testing facilities, to try his hand at some 
foil blocking, where the Foilco team had prepared 
a surprise with one of the machines hiding a 
bespoke hot stamping die designed especially for 
the Greater Manchester royal representative.
foilco.com

R.I.P. MIKE HALL 
It is with great sadness that we report the 
passing of Mike Hall. A beloved industry 
figure, Mike started his journalistic career in 
1959, aged 19, writing for a fishing magazine 
and hated every minute of it, but a year later, 
aged 20, he entered the packaging industry 
and found his calling.

During his career, Mike edited all of the 
major packaging magazines, finishing his 
career at Retail Packaging in 2013, when 
he retired from the industry he loved.

A positive influence on all who met 
him, despite undergoing treatment for an 
aggressive cancer over the past few years, 
Mike always remained unfailingly upbeat.

Mike died peacefully in his sleep on 
Sunday July 21st, leaving behind his wife, 
Lorraine, three children, six grandchildren 
and one great grandchild.

Mike will be missed by all who knew him.

The Lord-Lieutenant of Greater Manchester visited Foilco to 
present the Queen’s Award. Photo credit: Eden Photography
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Rebranding of Loadhog’s
returnable packaging 
Loadhog, the multi award-winning packaging
manufacturer, has revealed new branding to
emphasise its constant determination to drive
innovation in returnable packaging. The
Sheffield-based employee-owned
manufacturer is committed to designing,
developing and manufacturing new
sustainable packaging and supply chain solutions which save companies valuable time,
money and labour. The new branding not only includes a new logo but also the Hogmark™
which gives Loadhog its own symbolic reference to industry standard and innovation in
packaging. Jake Charlton, Loadhog’s marketing manager, said: “Loadhog has come a long
way since its birth in 2003 and has now reached a point when the company feels its original
branding no longer fully reflects what the business is about. “We are firmly committed to
reducing logistics and packaging waste and known for genuine innovation in manufacturing
products which provide benefits throughout the supply chain. The new branding is clean,
modern and befits the quality embedded within the packaging we design.” 
Tel: 0114 2800 800 | www.loadhog.com

Recyclable Food
Packaging Solutions
Looking for a UK based manufacturer
and stockist of fully recyclable food
packaging, then look no further as
Measom Freer & Co Ltd have been
doing just that for over 80 years. They
manufacture a huge variety of
recyclable food grade plastic packaging, including bottles and caps in all shapes and sizes
ideal for sauces, marinades, oils, food colouring, and dressings. Their bottles range in size
from 2.5ml to 1 litre with a huge range of closures to fit including screw, tall, ball, flip, nozzle
caps and spray pumps. Jars from 10 – 150ml and small clear boxes are ideal for
confectionery, nuts, honey, dried snacks, spices and condiments. Measuring scoops from 0.5
– 150ml and hand scoops in small to large sizes are suitable for grains, coffee, herbs, dried
goods and powders. They also stock rigid tubes in 5-25ml suitable for seeds, cake
decorations, confetti and spices. Small to large orders welcome, next day delivery from
stock, please contact our Sales Team for samples to test your product with.    
Tel: 0116 2881588  | www.measomfreer.co.uk

Since the launch of
renewable and
compostable
NatureFlex™ films
in 2003, Futamura
has helped
hundreds of leading
retailers and ethical
brand owners on
their sustainable
packaging journey.
Not only certified for
home and industrial
composting,
NatureFlex™ also
offers outstanding technical performance. The transparent, coloured, metallised and matt
films, made from responsibly sourced wood pulp, are so versatile they can be used for a
variety of product applications; from coffee capsules, twistwrap and tea packaging to
cosmetic grade Glitter!
Glitter has received much media scrutiny of late, as it is a microplastic. However, Ronald
Britton has developed Bioglitter™ SPARKLE and Bioglitter™ PURE, providing nurseries,
make-up artists, fashionistas, retailers and brand owners alike with a solution that will not
pollute the environment.
Due to the fly- away nature of glitter, Ronald Britton first needed to source a base material
they knew they could rely on to safely biodegrade in the natural environment. For this
reason they turned to Futamura and its flagship, renewable, compostable and
biodegradable NatureFlex™ technology.
Dr Lucy Cowton, Product & Sustainability Manager at Futamura, said; “Futamura has
worked closely with Ronald Britton for some time in the development of optimal grades
using NatureFlex™ technology in their unique biodegradable glitter. In addition to a great
product match, our companies share a mutual value for product integrity. It is very
important to both Futamura and Ronald Britton that our products have independent
accreditation. NatureFlex meets the European standard for industrial composting; EN13432
and is certified home compostable by TÜV Austria OK Compost HOME.”
Consumers can be confident that they are purchasing genuine Bioglitter™ based products
from an increasing number of brands, such as T-Zone, Primark and Monsoon Accessorize,
licensed to use the instantly recognisable Bioglitter™ logo.   
Tel: 01697 341212 | www.discoverbioglitter.com | www.bioglitter.com

NatureFlex™ and Bioglitter™ are a 
sparkling combination

Essentra’s Re: Close™ Tape Delivers Promotional
Impact For Kettle Foods 
CLOSE TM from Essentra Tapes is enabling
Kettle Foods Ltd to promote its new KETTLE®
& more range to consumers whilst also
providing user-friendly pack reclosability to
maintain freshness and support portion
control. Ian Beresford, Head of Marketing and
Development at Essentra Tapes, notes: “The
ability to add on-pack promotions simply and
cost-effectively, without the need to change
the existing packaging artwork, is a real
advantage to RE:CLOSE TM Tape. “Our high-
definition print delivers spectacular results
and we are delighted to see our RE:CLOSE TM Tape so clearly promoting the latest
KETTLE® & More range, whilst also providing the additional convenience to consumers of
being able to reclose the original pack.”
Tel: 0115 975-9000 | www.essentra.com/en/capabilities/tapes

COME AND VISIT THE
TEAM ON

STAND J76 AT

Proseal celebrates significant manufacturing
milestone
Tray sealing specialist Proseal is
celebrating a manufacturing
milestone with the production, sale
and installation of their tray sealing
machine, serial number 5000.
Proseal’s first ever tray sealer, was
manufactured in May 1998 and is
now known as the GTR. Machine
serial number 5000, a GT1s model,
has been purchased by existing
and long-standing local Cheshire
customer, Forresters – one of the UK’s leading suppliers of cooked and coated chicken.
“We bought our first Proseal tray sealing machine, a GT1, in 2013 and we’ve been using
them ever since,” comments Forrester’s Director, Angus Dilliway-Parry. “The 5000 machine
was our 10th Proseal tray sealer and we’ve since ordered three more.”
Tel: 01625 856600 | www.proseal.com

Linx PrinterNet connects even more customers 
to their coding
Further enhancements have been
made to Linx PrinterNet, Linx Printing
Technologies’ secure, cloud-based
service, enabling increased printer
connectivity to its customers. Linx
PrinterNet offers remote monitoring
and control of Linx printers via a
simple and secure cloud connection.
The latest release of Linx PrinterNet
enables customers to use a range of
different printing technologies, such as
CSL lasers and additional Linx CIJ equipment, to manage their entire printer fleet from a
single interface. Designated users can receive real-time email alerts for faults, warnings,
consumable replacement and proactive advice and maintenance from the Linx Technical
Support team, all designed to anticipate and avoid downtime. 
Tel: 01332 293939 | www.linxglobal.com
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BIORIENTED  
FILM LAUNCHED
Polyplex and TPL have announced the launch 
of bioriented (Biaxially oriented) polyester 
films containing 70% post-consumer 
recyclate. The development of these films was 
made possible thanks to investments by 
Polyplex in chemical recycling. This 
technology uses post-consumer PET bottles. 
The bottle flakes are depolymerised to 
monomers and in the further polymerisation 
transformed to PCR PET resins perfectly 
suitable for extrusion into BOPET films. This 
operation can be repeated indefinitely.

A common misconception is that the 
incorporation of recycled content creates a 
lower grade product, this doesn’t have to be 
the case. Unlike other plastics, production of 
BOPET through chemical recycling is without 
any significant performance challenges thanks 
to high-quality RPET being virtually 
indistinguishable from its virgin counterpart. 
Thus, RPET is an easy starting point for 
brands interested in using recycled plastics.

PET has higher collection rates than 
many plastics, providing a regular flow of 
feedstock for recycled PET. The use of post-
consumer recyclate in BOPET supports the 
well-established polyester recycling stream by 
providing an additional output to recyclate. 

The use of RPET in production of BOPET 
films allows for a significant reduction of 
carbon footprint. It also drastically lowers the 
volume of plastic waste and the use of fossil 
fuel feedstock. 

The production in an industrial scale of 
these films has already started. Various 
standard types of 70% PCR PET films are 
available from TPL’s distribution stock in 
Antwerp for delivery within a few days all 
over Europe. As well 90% PCR PET films are 
available on request.
tpl.ch

Following the outstanding success of Retran® Bell 
Packaging have introduced an exciting new initiative 
to their range of recycled packaging. Retran® was 
introduced in 2018 with a minimum recycled content 
of 70% which comes from post-consumer waste.

Bell have confirmed there is no impact on cost 
and the performance of the film in assembly is equal 
to normal production. An added advantage of 
Retran® is that it is suitable for kerbside collection 
and is 100% recyclable.

The move to identify the types of plastic being 
used will enable consumers and recyclers identify and 
separate the components easily.

The proposed streamlining on the types of plastic 
available is supported by Bell. To ensure that the 
packaging supplied by the company is easily identified 
Bell have introduced a number of initiatives, detailed 
as follows:

n   RETRAN® TUBING
  To help the end customers identify the recycling 

nature of this product all Retran® products can 
be embossed with a recyclable logo.

n RETRAN® FOLDING BOXES
  Containing a minimum 70% recycled content 

these boxes are easy to assemble and have 

BELL UP RETRAN ANTE

Polyplex and TPL launch a bioriented (Biaxially oriented) 
polyester films containing 70% post-consumer recyclate

NEW LOOK FOR GLENFIDDICH
Glenfiddich has unveiled a striking new packaging design for its 12- and 
15-year-old whiskies, with branding by Here Design.

Here was approached to elevate and modernise the brand’s visual language 
and bring meaning to the core brand.

An all-new bottle design echoes the established brand equities at every 
opportunity. The bottle cap features William Grant’s signature as a touchpoint 
of authentic heritage above the bottle’s proudly defined shoulders.

The iconic stag is proudly positioned within a clearly defined ‘V’ cut into 
the front face of the now more pronounced triangular-round bottle.

The design of the main body labels for the core range balance a crisp clean 
modernity with the charm of classic malt category cues. A bold red tab on a 
traditional malt neck bulb draws attention to the liquid’s age statement across 
the range, adding premium detail that doubles as a tamper evident seal. 
heredesign.co.uk Here Design have created a 

fresh image for Glenfiddich

The lowdown on the latest releases, renovations, revisions and revolutions…

Product News

Delipac is a new fully sustainable barrier 
packaging product that has been eight 
years in development, with impeccable 
environmental credentials, it is self-sealable 
and conceived and designed to replace 
plastic lined and laminated paperboard. Its 
raison d’être is to land at the core of CSR – 
simplifying end of life packaging and 
making it an absolutely sustainable process. 
This means that a Delipac product can be 
disposed of easily and harmlessly in any of 
the three main paper waste streams with 
no segregation concerns to the consumer:
n  Recyclable – in all and any mainstream 

paper waste plants

n Biodegradable – naturally or industrially
n Compostable – naturally or industrially
 Engineered to provide broad and 
robust capabilities, Delipac immediately 
dispenses with the need for PE and film 
laminated paperboard packaging.

Zero plastic, zero ambiguity and zero 
green-wash, Delipac is distinctly different. A 
next generation, renewable barrier 
packaging that is available now, it provides 
retailers, brand-owners, organisations and 
consumers with a responsible packaging 
solution for which they are able to commit 
to today.
www.denmaur.com/delipac

INTRODUCING DELIPAC Delipac is a 
new fully 
sustainable 
barrier 
packaging 
product

excellent optical 
qualities. Here again 
we recommend that 
any new designs of box 
are identified using a 
recyclable logo.

n INSERTS
  Made using 100% 

recycled PET all new 
designs of formed 
insert will incorporate 
the recycled PET 
logo.

n END CAPS
  These are made 

using various 
polymers depending 
on the application. 
Bell’s production is 
investing in new machinery to 
enable identification of each component using 
the appropriate recycled logo.

 For samples and more information, contact 
the Bell offices on 00 44 (0)1582 459292 or 
email info@bellpackaging.com.
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follow the pack
PACKAGING INNOVATIONS AND LUXURY PACKAGING LONDON 2019 
RETURNS TO OLYMPIA FOR ITS 10TH EDITION ON 11 & 12 SEPTEMBER…

With its largest showfloor to date, and a host of new 
interactive features, the event will bring the packaging 
industry together to network, do business and 
experience the latest concepts first-hand. The event 
will welcome over 180 leading suppliers, many of 
which are using it as the perfect platform to launch 
their latest innovations. One of these is RPC M&H 
Plastics, which will premiere its new technique,‘ The 
Spiral’. It allows brands to add a series of ridges inside 
a bottle to create a straight line or spiral effect. The 
new technique leaves the outside of the bottle 
smooth, to ensure the experience for end customers is 
not affected but creates small ridges on the inside of 
the bottle for a visual effect. 

Aegg will launch new additions to four of its 
glass packaging ranges for the FMCG industry. The 
new products include glass jars and bottles for food, 
soft drinks, juices, soups, and water, as well as a 
table-presentable range. 

Pollard Group will present its new Front Opening, 
Top Loading (FOTL) box for drinks packaging. The new 
design enables a bottle to be placed into the box from 
above, allowing it to be filled automatically on existing 
lines rather than by hand. The company will also 
display a range of sustainable packaging solutions, 
including the Pukka Herbs Organic Tea Selection Box, 
which is manufactured using 100% post-consumer 
waste cardboard.

Staeger Clear Packaging will showcase its 
transparent plastic material made from at least 60% 
post-consumer waste. The material is supplied in flat 

sheets that can be converted into bespoke packaging 
solutions for a wide array of markets, including food, 
confectionery, personal care, houseplants and flowers, 
and general gifting. 

Hunter Luxury will showcase its Paptic line of 
retail bags. The material is sourced from sustainable 
wood fibre which delivers the qualities of both paper 
and plastic. The eco-friendly option is compostable 
and has a lifespan of up to 100 uses and can be 
customised with foiling, embossing and varnishing. 

SHOW CONTENT 
Alongside the packed exhibition floor, Packaging 
Innovations and Luxury Packaging London will also host 
an unmissable conference programme and welcome a 
series of new interactive features for visitors to 
experience. 

The Big Plastics Debate will return to headline the 
show with retail giants including Carlsberg, Just Eat 
and LUSH Cosmetics set to discuss the industry’s 
hottest topic – sustainability. With plastic no longer 
king of the packaging arena, the headline feature will 
put plastic alternatives under the microscope. The 
conference programme will also feature dedicated 
forums for the drink, food and beauty sectors, with 
speakers from Brewdog, Ella’s Kitchen and REN 
Skincare set to join the line-up.

For those looking to discover the latest product 
launches from the show floor, the brand new What’s 
New Wall will highlight the latest innovations, and 
which stand they can be found on. 

ThePackHub Trend Zone will also be making its 
debut. Highlighting 10 of the latest, most influential 
trends in packaging, the zone will present a global 
perspective of the industry’s hottest trends, including 
reusable systems, plastic elimination and carbon 
concern. The display will offer information on the 
drivers, impact on suppliers, brands and consumers, as 
well as how each trend is likely to change the future. 

The Pentawards collaboration will return to the 
show for its third year. The Pentawards Conference 
programme will welcome experts in design from the 
likes of Mars Wrigley Confectionery, Design Bridge, 

and Stranger & Stranger to provide takeaway insights 
on how they create award-winning packaging designs 
that visitors can implement into their own packaging 
concepts. The Pentawards Winner’s Exhibit will further 
highlight world-class packaging design. To celebrate 
the 10-year anniversary of the show, the exhibit will 
showcase the Diamond winners from the previous 
decade demonstrating the progress made by the 
industry throughout the years. 

NEXT GENERATION
For young minds with a desire to pursue a career in 
the packaging industry, the show will host its new 
Education Hub. The zone has been designed to 
connect industry experts from the likes of Print iT, Brief 
Cases, BPIF, Women in Print UK and Shine with those 
at the beginning of their careers. Workshops will take 
place across both days of the show offering insights 
and advice to young packaging pioneers. 

Paul MacDonald, Global Brand Director of 
Easyfairs’ Packaging Portfolio, comments: “We are 
thrilled to be celebrating 10 years of Packaging 
Innovations and Luxury Packaging London this year. 
With so much to see, from the latest product 
innovations to the interactive show features designed 
to immerse visitors in forward-thinking design and 
processes, the show has something for everyone. I 
can’t wait for the doors to open.”
For further information, please visit the Packaging 
Innovations and Luxury Packaging London websites 
or contact the show team on 
+44 (0)20 8843 8800 or PackagingUK@easyfairs.com.

Register now for 
the largest 
Packaging 
Innovations 
show yet

The ideal 
networking event

The Big Plastics Debate will 
return to headline the show

The event will welcome 
over 180 leading suppliers
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Spectra to show innovation and sustainability at
Packaging Innovations
The UK based rigid plastics
manufacturer will be looking to build
on last year's hugely successful show,
which drew record numbers to their
stand. Among the features on
Spectra's stand will be a central
display that highlights the firm's "Four
Step Sustainability Commitment". The
presentation aims to show their
environmental ethos extends way
beyond the products they make.
Spectra will also be showing several
customer projects, including finished packs in PCR and sugarcane-based biopolymer,
standard and custom packs and decoration and finishing. There will also be a selection of
PCR and biopolymer jars on display and new component additions.
Tel: 01986 834190 | www.spectra-packaging.co.uk

Staeger continues to be at the forefront of bespoke plastic packaging solutions made from
re-cyclable PET. Recent machinery investments mean our rPET is now made in the UK
using a minimum of 60% British postconsumer waste, giving it an exceptionally low
carbon footprint. This material can be recycled several times for the same process without
additives meaning we are the only rigid plastic packaging supplier in the world
offering a true circular economy solution using UK waste. Additionally Staeger is working
with other UK extruders to create a viable compostable solution made from plant based
polymers, We are currently conducting trials of this incredible new solution which means
your rigid packaging could be composted for the first time. Constructional possibilities
include folding boxes, sleeves, lids & bases, cylinders and much more.
Tel: 02476 581197 | www.staegerclear.co.uk

Food &
Confectionery

Alcoholic
Drinks

Specialities

Houseplants
& Flowers

Sustainable Transparent Packaging Solutions 
on Stand E40

Cosmetics &
Toiletries

Item Products to showcase expanding 
luxury product range
Following recent successful partnership deals
with complementary suppliers, the UK’s leading
designer and producer of components for the
packaging industry, Item Products, will be using
this year’s event to showcase an ever expanding
collection of luxury finishing products. Alongside
their standard products - carry handles for
cartons, connecting clips for corrugated board,
hooks, studs and rivets for merchandising units, wheels and stabilisers and stackable trays
- the company will also be promoting a range of high-end cords, ropes and braids in a
variety of finishes from Spanish-based finishing specialist, LIASA. Also on show will be
products from the Box Latch® range. Box Latch is designed to enable corrugated
packaging to be re-used using a simple closure system, as opposed to tape or staples,
thereby helping companies reach their waste reduction targets, improve supply chain
sustainability and create leaner manufacturing. Item Products is exhibiting on Stand G26.
Tel: 01582 668 022 | www.item-products.co.uk
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RETAIL PACKAGING LUXURY PACKAGING – DELTA GLOBAL

the gift of luxury
CEO AND FOUNDER OF GLOBAL LUXURY PACKAGING 
PROVIDER DELTA GLOBAL, ROBERT LOCKYER, IS 
CONFIDENT THAT IT IS THE PACKAGING THAT ULTIMATELY 
MAKES ‘GIFT-GIVING’ WHAT IT IS…

When it comes to giving a gift, is it still a case of 
what is on the inside that matters most - or is there 
something much more exciting about the packaging 
it comes in?  We all know the thrill of receiving or 
buying ourselves a luxurious gift – and these days 
the experience is enhanced by the array of creative 
packaging it comes in.

Companies are increasingly aware that they 
need to woo their customers not only with a 
fabulous product, but the way it is wrapped must 
also live up to expectations. Whether it’s an item 
bought in a shop or online, how those goods are 
presented can be crucial in ensuring the consumer’s 
experience lives on, as well as the beginning of 
customer loyalty. And, as shown by the huge rise in 
people sharing their exciting gift-opening – or 
“unboxing” – moments on social media, how a 
product is packaged can be a powerful marketing 
tool.

Delta Global, a business which specialises in 
delivering luxury packaging solutions, has worked 
with some of the world’s biggest brands, including 
Tom Ford, Coach and Radley. 

AN ELEMENT OF ‘THEATRE’
Pretty Woman is an example I always refer to when 
people ask me why I believe packaging trumps the 
gift itself. Everyone remembers the iconic scene in 
the film when Julia Roberts’ character Vivian steps 
out in her red dress and Richard Gere presents her 
with a navy suede necklace box. It’s in that moment, 
when she sees the luxury finish of what is in front 
of her, that she knows something special 
is about to happen. And it is 

this ‘something special’ that good packaging 
creates. An element of ‘theatre’ needs to be created 
because it builds an anticipation that is often more 
exhilarating to experience than the product inside. 

If you’re not yet convinced, ask yourself this: 
Would you be genuinely excited to open something 
that is wrapped in a plain black bag as oppose to 
something presented to you luxuriously? 

AN EMOTIONAL CONNECTION
Similarly, to that feeling of theatre, packaging is one 
of the few ways in which brands can build emotions 
with their consumers. No brand has the resources to 
hand-wrap and personally deliver its products to 
customers, which means this personal experience 
needs to be replaced in other ways. 

For luxury clothing company Ted Baker, it’s as 
simple as a small rectangular branded card included 

in all purchases signed ‘With love, Ted x’. It’s a small 
touch which makes an otherwise giant business feel 
like a local one. It’s effect? Consumers remember 
the little things and will be much more likely to 
re-purchase from them again. 

For Tiffany & Co, just one of the many luxury 
brands that excel at creating emotions, it’s their 
iconic duck egg colour box which customers love, 
becoming as coveted as the gift inside. 

RE-USABILITY 
Sustainability is something we at Delta Global 
consider in every single one of our packaging 
designs, which means we always think beyond the 
presentation of the gift. Brands need to constantly 
look at the re-usability of their packaging so that it 
remains within the person’s home and isn’t just 
thrown into the bin after being opened. If brands 
do it right, then it’s not uncommon for those 
receiving the product to hold on to the packaging 
and display it as proudly as they would the gift 
inside – plus they are helping the environment if 
they find it another use. 

MARKETING 
Don’t just assume that because someone has 
bought from you once that they will again – you 
need to use your packaging as a way of building 

your brand. It’s about ensuring zero brand 
dilution and guarding your brand values 

through everything you do, right 
through to how it’s packaged. Think 
post-sale how can you produce even 
less waste? By ensuring your 
product looks gift-worthy from the 
off – that way customers will not 
want to wrap it further. 

Try to create something 
memorable that, if put into a line-up 

of other brands, is picked out every 
time without fail. And there is another 

means of marketing which makes it even 
more essential to get your packaging right 

– the rise in ‘unboxing’ videos on social 
media.

The world is infatuated with watching their 
favourite online celebrities unbox their gifts on 
YouTube or Instagram. People have literally built 
careers around unboxing products from brands and 
filming the process. It’s a simple concept that quite 
literally starts with the package being held up to the 
camera. What does it mean for the brands 
featured? Everything – if the packaging excites 
viewers. If not, it means that watchers will tune out, 
or even skip ahead to other, more ‘exciting’ brands.
deltaglobal.co

Delta Global specialises in delivering 
luxury packaging solutions

Innovation is key

Delta Global has worked with some of 
the world’s biggest brands, including 
Tom Ford, Coach and Radley
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Blisters Ltd can offer a
total packaging
service from concept
to delivery, or any
stage in between.

COME AND VISIT THE
TEAM ON

STAND J76 AT
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RETAIL PACKAGING LUXURY PACKAGING – SIGN SALAD

Tesco’s Finest range offers consumers the perception of a higher quality offering

achieving the prime position
THE RULES AROUND PREMIUMISATION IN PACKAGING ARE 
CHANGING, ALEX GORDON, CEO OF SIGN SALAD, TALKS 
ABOUT WHAT BRANDS NEED TO KNOW…

Through the power of elevated pricing, luxury goods 
have always managed to maintain their elite status and 
enhance the consumer experience. This approach is 
still working across East Asia and the Middle East, 
where the economies are strong, and consumers have 
more prevalent disposable income. However, in the 
West, contracting economies mean competition within 
categories is increasing, consumers are demanding 
more for less, and there is ultimately a greater need for 
brands to stand out and differentiate themselves.

This has led to the emergence of 
‘premiumisation’, with brands launching particular 
lines or product offerings that are higher quality than 
the rest of their range. UK supermarkets and airlines 
were early adopters of this trend. But, whether it’s 
‘Tesco’s Finest’, Sainsbury’s ‘Taste the Difference’ range, 
or British Airways’ ‘Premium Economy’ offering, what’s 
crucial to note about these early premium offerings, is 
that they all meet the same criteria: “more of what 
you want for a little bit more cost”.  

A STEP UP
Since then, premiumness has captured the hearts and 
minds of consumers, and it’s become more and more 

common to see these products 
grace the windows of our high 
streets. As a result, it would be foolish 
for brands today to ignore the importance of 
premiumisation as a strategy. In fact, ‘premium-ness’ 
has been one of the key ways in which start-up or 
smaller brands have entered the market and achieved 
powerful stand-out vs established competitors.

But with customers getting smarter, and less willing 
to pay premium prices for just a brand name, fancy 
packaging and brand characters, brands have also had 
to adapt the signs and symbols they use to signify 
premium-ness to attain a competitive advantage. One 
way that they’re doing this is by moving away from 
focusing in on the aristocratic heritage of founders to 
show superiority in packaging. Traditionally this would 
have been signalled in a number of ways. The use of 
founders’ signatures or use of dates is common – just 
think of the packaging of Green & Black’s chocolate, or 
Twinning’s tea, for instance.

PREMIER LEAGUE PACKAGING
This may be reinforced by the use of images of the 
founders themselves, typically in a painted or 
illustrated format, and the presence of their 
signatures, which imply a ‘seal of approval’ from the 
original historical creator of the product. It is this 
imprimatur of time-tested excellence by the owner of 
the brand, who first shared the product with public all 
those years ago, which provides a guarantee of 
premium quality today.

Likewise, we’re seeing more brands rebel against 
established cultural cues like gold and silver 
topography to give the impression of preciousness 
and high value. This has long been a trend in the 
fragrance, chocolate, and alcohol sectors, which often 

set gold and silver features against a black 
background to signal their depth and ineffable 
mystery (vs the cheap shallowness signified by bright 
primary colours).

That’s not to say that integrity, heritage, quality 
and skilful craftsmanship are not still valued by the 
consumer. In fact, we’re actually seeing a growing 
demand and willingness to pay premium prices for 
artisan-produced products. 

GETTING PERSONAL
Despite this, these shifts indicate that the signifiers of 
“premium-ness” are now less about a dominant 
narrative of ‘grown-up’ and formulaic indulgence, 
anchored in an aristocratic past, to an emergent 
narrative of democratic access to quality products 
made with skill, with a transparent story about origins 
and motivations. In this vein, there is a gradual 
change of emphasis from the owners of premium 
brands (i.e. the aristocrats), to the makers of premium 
products whose personal stories and journeys code 
premiumness as an artisan value, shared and achieved 
by craftsmen striving to create greater quality products 
to improve the lives of their peers, not bequeathed to 
the public in a patronising way. All this is delivered in 
a playful non-gendered peer-to-peer tone of voice, 
which ignites creative conversations, instead of 
speaking down from lofty heights.

One of the two key principles in pursuit of 
“premium” appeal is that change in packaging is 
inevitable, constant and must be anticipated to ensure 
success. The second is that a product presentation 
that exceeds consumer expectations with an element 
of luxury goes a long way in solidifying brand loyalty.

In the future, a further increase for customisation 
to allow for individuality is likely, as Millennials and 
Gen Z take over, so brands need to focus on reflecting 
their personality, encouraging engagement, forging 
and building on their relationships with consumers.

FEEL GOOD APPEAL
Premiumness is about more than just price. It’s the 
perception of better health, quality, and experience, 
with products that make consumers feel good. For 
brands seeking a competitive advantage, the lesson is 
to abandon category tradition, and embrace 
premiumness as a counterintuitive spirited creative 
quest for transgression not generic conservatism.
signsalad.com

The use of founders’ signatures or use of dates is common

Sainsbury’s Taste the Difference range is the perfect 
premiumisation of product
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RETAIL PACKAGING BUILDING BRANDS – JAMES CROPPER

play to the audience
STEFAN PRYOR FROM JAMES CROPPER EXPLAINS HOW NEW CONSUMER 
EXPECTATIONS ARE DRIVING CHANGE AMONGST EVEN THE MOST 
ESTABLISHED LUXURY BRANDS…

There has been a seismic shift in the role designers 
play in the luxury market over the last decade. The 
importance of packaging has risen exponentially; no 
longer is it designed in isolation, but in many cases, it 
is an extension of the product itself.

My personal experience of this shift in the world of 
luxury has been verified by recent research we carried 
out at James Cropper across 3000 consumers, 
exploring how viewpoints on packaging have shifted 
over the last 10 years. Sixty-five percent of consumers 
expect the packaging which their luxury purchase 
arrives in to be a continuation of the luxury experience. 
This is compared to just 15% who considered this to 
be important ten years ago. In fact, ten years ago, 
almost all consumers (82%) didn’t even consider 
packaging to be part of the shopping experience.

What’s driving this change? The rise of social 
media has seen an unprecedented democratisation 
and opening out of the luxury market. With luxury 
items filling newsfeeds and Instagram streams, 
consumers are more clued up to the luxury experience, 
bringing with it rising expectations. 

EASILY INFLUENCED
Equally, with the boom of e-commerce, brands have 
played their part by focusing on packaging as a means 
to re-create that tactile physical retail experience at 
home. Social media ‘unboxing’ trends with countless 
influencer posts dedicated to filming the unpacking of 
a shopping haul have worked to place additional focus 
on packaging. Standout, ‘Instagrammable’ product 
designs often equate to more likes, shares and hype.

But this comes with a warning – the focus on 
creating a brand experience through packaging can 
backfire if done for its own sake. Excessive packaging 
no longer accepted by discerning consumers. Glossier, 
the millennial makeup brand, is heeding the eco-

conscious call from consumers, and will be changing 
its current packaging after listening to customer 
concerns about sustainability. And they are not alone, 
conscious consumers have the power to push 
environmentally friendly practices forward, demanding 
better from brands, and making progress happen.

In our research, over half of consumers (55%) 
agreed that they want reassurance that their product’s 
packaging is eco-friendly. So, while consumers expect 
creative packaging which extends both the brand and 
luxury experience as the new norm, there is also a 
growing expectation for sustainability. So much so 
that eight-fiver percent of people don’t mind if the 
packaging ‘looks recycled’, with a fifth believing eco-
credentials will be one of the top considerations when 
buying luxury items in ten years’ time. Custodians of 
luxury brands need to merge these consumer 
expectations with the end-to-end design of their 

product experience in a way that fiercely protects 
brand DNA and maintains premium standards. 

KEEN ON GREEN
The great news is that technology is advancing every 
day, and new solutions for a luxurious experience with 
eco-credentials is very much an achievable marriage. 
An example is the closed-loop system James Cropper 
has created for Selfridges, making the quality paper for 
its iconic yellow bags from upcycled waste coffee cups, 
sourced from Selfridges’ stores and offices. We’ve also 
supported Burberry with its new paper packaging, 
made from post-consumer paper fibres through our 
CupCycling process.

Premium businesses and global beauty companies 
are committing to wider initiatives too. Stella 
McCartney, Ganni, L’Oréal, Unilever, Burberry and 
Selfridges are some of the brands which – alongside 
James Cropper and the UK Government – have signed 
the New Plastics Economy Global Commitment 
towards a circular economy, working to eradicate 
single-use plastics. 

TAKE A STAND
While opening many new avenues for luxury businesses, 
the internet has brought its own challenges, including 
retail pressures and the demands of globalisation. As a 
result, and amongst the busy noise of social media, 
brands are looking to create meaningful connections 
with consumers on the issues that are important to 
them. Standing out increasingly means standing for 
something. For designers, this means an awareness of 
changing macro trends and shifting consumer 
expectations is crucial. The designer’s role is becoming 
increasingly strategic and about upholding a brand; 
adding value and storytelling at all touchpoints.

At the same time, the continued globalisation of 
consumers’ lives will continue to translate into 
increased pressure for design consistency, whether 
products are purchased in Singapore or London. With 
designers creating for all markets, uniformity of colour 
and its reproduction are key factors. This is a challenge 
we help clients to face; being the only paper mill with 
a specialist onsite colour laboratory helps us to ensure 
brands can deliver this need for consistency across 
multiple markets.

With over 170 years of papermaking heritage 
behind us, we are clear that the focus needs to be very 
much on the future; the shape of which is changing at 
pace in the luxury market.
jamescropper.com

James Cropper’s high-end 
paper is both luxurious and 
environmentally friendly 

Excessive 
packaging is no 
longer accepted by 
discerning consumers

Brands have 
played their part by 
focusing on packaging

The rise of social media has seen 
an unprecedented democratisation 
and opening out of the luxury market
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RETAIL PACKAGING BUILDING BRANDS – COLEY PORTER BELL

The design now possesses the necessary shelf-shout needed in a saturated market

how to be flawsome
SAM STONE, CREATIVE DIRECTOR, COLEY PORTER BELL, LOOKS AT HOW 
A REBRAND TURNED AROUND A SUSTAINABLE START-UP FMCG BRAND…

Eleven months ago, misshapen-veg drinks start-up 
brand ‘Get Wonky’ was struggling to cut through in a 
crowded marketplace. The brand’s co-founders, 
couple Maciek Kacprzyk and Karina Sudenyte, were at 
a loss. How can a great product that fits in with 
consumer trends for sustainable food and drink not 
be making market cut-through? Drastic action was 
needed.

Get Wonky’s early story underlines the difficulties 
FMCG start-up brands have to compete in a saturated 
market where established independent, holding 
companies or supermarket brands use their scale to 
gobble up innovative competition or simply copycat 
disruptors’ unique selling points.

The problem for such brands when they set-up is 
often nothing to do with the quality of the product 
and idea or philosophy behind it. Get Wonky’s 
promise of using fruit and veg destined for the 
dustbin taps into a well-established consumer trend 
towards more sustainable consumption habits.

USP ID
When Maciek and Karina got in touch with Coley 
Porter Bell for an answer, it was clear instantly that 
Get Wonky’s visual and brand identity was not 
conveying properly the product’s unique selling point 

nor telling its fantastic story. And this is as much an 
art as the creation of the story itself. The product 
needed a facelift. The problem many start-up FMCG 
brands face is in identifying their unique brand 
architecture and allowing that to feed throughout 
everything from accountancy to pack design. This is 
fair enough. Founders are experts in their product, 
but a business has many more facets and know-how 
than the product to make it successful. And 
understandably, founders cannot be expected to 
know and do everything.

Nonetheless, the world of business is dog-eat-
dog, and identifying your brand architecture is one of 
the more complicated parts needed. It’s often 
counter-intuitive, lateral or abstract. And this is what 
you need in order to look into what the product truly 
is for the consumer. Understanding brand is a skill 
honed over many years, sometimes decades.

Establishing the brand architecture early on in the 
business formation is essential to ensuring lift-off, 
otherwise the business leaves competitors with an 
open door to push against – and as we know, they can 
push hard and quickly. This is a major shame for 
consumers who may miss out on a great idea brought 
to life in a product. It shouldn’t be possible for 
incumbents to copy a start-up with a USP and a unique 
story to tell – there’s only one Lady Gaga, after all. 

NO TO NEGATIVITY
So, where was Get Wonky getting it wrong? Well, 
Get Wonky wasn’t conveying through name and 
design how the brand is distinctive and failed to put 
its brand purpose at its heart.  Contrary to what 
you’d assume, it’s not about recycling wonky veg 
destined for the dustbin – although that plays a part. 
It’s about championing and enabling people to 

embrace and feel awesome about their and others’ 
flaws; it’s about making people feel brilliant about 
saving needless waste; it’s about inspiring creativity 
and imagination in all its shapes and sizes.

Its brand name was inherently negative. Why? 
The product is not about offering drinks made from 
inferior wonky produce, rather it’s using perfectly 
good food incorrectly labelled as flawed. Rather than 
‘wonky’, it should be wonderful. Rather than 
‘discarded’, it should be delicious and awesome. It’s 
awesome because it’s flawed, and the brand should 
be proud of that. We therefore came up with a name 
befitting of the product: ‘Flawsome!’. 

NO BLAND BRAND
This lack of confidence in itself played out in its visual 
branding. The pack design was bland and lacked the 
colour palette that matches the vibrancy of the fruit 
and veg within the product and which could generate 
the sort of shelf-shout needed in a saturated market. 
So out went the white font and limited pack design, 
and in came imagery of the luscious fruit contained in 
the product and a bold, confident font shouting about 
how awesome the drinks are to taste – with 
exclamation mark for added oomph.

Many could learn a thing or two from Maciek 
and Karina. It’s a brave move to depart from what 
you’ve spent years building and believing in. The 
re-named ‘Flawsome!’ is now boasting 400% 
year-on-year growth, has acquired a new round of 
investment funding and is soon to appear on 
supermarket shelves – along with a new ‘sparkling’ 
version of its product range and Basketball for Britain 
experiential brand activation upcoming. Quite the 
turnaround story. And quite the toast of approval to 
the importance of brand.
coleyporterbell.com

A brand to 
be proud of 

and one that 
appeals to 
consumers

Where Get Wonky got it wrong, Flawsome is seeing massive growth
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RETAIL PACKAGING BUILDING BRANDS – EQUATOR DESIGN

a means of communication
EQUATOR DESIGN’S SENIOR CREATIVE & STRATEGY DIRECTOR, 
HOWARD WRIGHT, EXPLAINS PACKAGING’S MULTIPLE JOBS…

Information on specialist projects that products are involved in 
help engage with consumers

Promoting positive health is hugely beneficial

Today’s packaging has 
to communicate with 
the consumers to 
differentiate itself 
from similar products

Packaging performs some basic functions, including: 
Protection, Containment, Information, Usability and 
Promotion. The first four of these functions are clear 
to many of us:
�  Protection ensures the contents arrive safely, 

intact and free from deterioration.
�  Containment is simply keeping the contents 

together, especially during transportation.
� Information refers to the packaging being a 

means of relaying details of contents, storage 
instructions and all the other legal messages and 
warnings users should be aware of.

�  Usability enables the product to be stored, used 
and restored safely and cleanly when the 
contents are used over a period of time.

However, it’s the last function, Promotion, which is 
incredibly useful and powerful for both brands and 
retailers alike. When considered as a piece of 
marketing material, packaging suddenly becomes a 
vital and unparalleled asset in the communication 
arsenal.

Unlike all other types of communication, 
packaging is actively invited into the consumer’s home 

and is always present at the exact moment of 
purchase decision-making.

Compare this with traditional forms of 
communication, which can all be avoided. In standard 
press and printed advertising, the page can be turned; 
billboards can be ignored. On TV or radio, consumers 
switch off or over to a new channel. On social media, 
it’s as simple as a click to another page, or even just 
scrolling quickly by.

MAKE A CONNECTION
But packaging has presence, right there on shelf. 
Once the product has been purchased, at which time 
the consumer in no uncertain terms demonstrates his/
her commitment to the product, they’re engaged and 
are far more likely to connect. Plus, the messaging 
stays with the consumer for the life of the product.

When viewed as a piece of marketing 
communication, packaging suddenly represents an 
often-misused revenue resource. If you were to 
calculate the cost of a similar advert, at the same size 
with the same distribution (or print run) it would be in 
the thousands, if not millions.

For retailers, the pack front is an invaluable 
opportunity – not only to talk to their customers, but 
to be able to shape the conversation and direct it 
towards a specific target. And remember, the 
conversation is one that the customer has already 
shown willing to participate in. So, how can the 
retailer continue the conversation, using the 
packaging to talk about the retailer’s brand values and 
the values of company as a whole? Well, there’s no 
simple answer. How one producer/retailer portrays 
themselves is very different to the next. Packaging 
reflects the individuality of the brand (and the people 
behind it), not only in the messages and stories they 

contain but also in their design, use of colour, 
substrate even photography styles. One retailer who is 
about great value may have a simpler look and feel 
with more primary colours, than another who is 
focused on subtle signals of quality, who may opt for 
more artful photography.

Similarly, a retailer whose brand values are 
strongly linked to the community will use the space 
on packaging to talk about projects and causes the 
purchase of the product has helped, whilst another 
will touch on the efforts the team have gone to in 
finding ingredients and developing recipes.

GET THE MESSAGE
We always want to ask whether a retailer can be 
more specific, their messaging more refined… Can the 
product demonstrate the category or tier the product 
sits in, e.g. premium product, basics range, organic or 
fair trade, Free From or positive health? Can it better 
use the packaging to connect with the consumer, not 
only talking about subjects the retailer knows the 
consumer is interested in but in a tone of voice that 
will be listened to? Unlike other forms of 
communication, packaging goes ever deeper. Since it 
is present at the decision-making moment and 
establishes that direct connection between consumer 
and product, the conversation can become even more 
specific. It can illustrate exactly how they deliver on 
their brand values. Whatever the USP – great value, 
provenance, sustainability, taste – the product is a 
communicator, dealing in subtle indications alongside 
crystal-clear information.

Sometimes it’s about showing how much the 
retailer cares about provenance and how it goes to 
great lengths to achieve the right sourcing. Other 
on-pack messages may provide recipe suggestions, 
pairings with other products, growers’ tales and more, 
helping to position the brand as part of the 
consumer’s community. These details help to reinforce 
the purchasing decision and help the customer to feel 
great about the choice they’ve made. 

PACKAGING POTENTIAL
Packaging has one last advantage over all other forms 
of communication – it can thank the customer for 
choosing them. It acknowledges the fact that given 
that the customer is reading the information closely, 
they will have already invested in the brand and 
provided it the chance to connect.

So, while packaging is one form of communication 
among many, there’s simply no escaping it and no 
replacement for it. That being the case, why not use it 
as effectively as possible? And if you’re not using it to 
its full potential, what’s stopping you?
eqtr.com/services/user-experience-design
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Powder, Liquid, Gel, Cream 
or Capsule –
If it goes in a Sachet, Jar, Bottle, Strip or Blister Pack, we can
provide all the answers and support for your outsourcing needs.

Call us on 0333 003 2770 | sales@primepacsolutions.co.uk
www.primepacsolutions.co.uk

Our packing and manufacturing services range from complete bespoke packaging solutions
through to the conversion of customer supplied materials into finished products.

PrimePac's aim is to take the pain out of manufacturing and get your products
made to the correct quality, for the right price and in the right time.
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Every year the average British family consumes around 500 glass 
bottles or jars

The energy needed to melt recycled glass is considerably less than 
that needed to make new bottles and jars from raw materials

Beatson Clark’s glassworks in South 
Yorkshire we have has its own 

dedicated recycling plant 
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RETAIL PACKAGING GLASS PACKAGING – BEATSON CLARK

The first glass bottles were made 3500 years ago in 
Mesopotamia, and over the millennia since then glass 
has proved itself to be versatile and resilient – the 
ideal packaging material for storing food and drink.

Today global packaging pollution is an urgent 
issue, and the threat it poses to our planet means we 
are all thinking more carefully about how our 
packaging can protect rather than damage the 
environment for future generations.

At Beatson Clark our message has always been 
loud and clear: we believe glass is more sustainable, 
more recyclable and more environmentally friendly 
than any other packaging material. We’re delighted 
that businesses and wider society are now coming 
around to our way of thinking.

INFINITY LOOP
In many cases the best packaging material is glass. It’s 
a natural product with a heritage stretching back 
thousands of years, and one which is both completely 
safe and easy to recycle.

A recent study found that consumers across 
Europe rank glass as the most environmentally friendly 
packaging product, and 45% of them choose 
products in glass containers because of their green 
credentials. Glass is 100% infinitely recyclable, and it 
doesn’t diminish in strength or quality no matter how 
many times you melt it down and start again. It is 
easily recycled thanks to council doorstep collections 
and bottle banks.

Not only does the glass industry use a significant 
amount of recycled materials, it also creates very little 
waste: the amount of waste produced by the industry 
during manufacturing is extremely low as any 
internally generated cullet (waste glass) is immediately 
recycled through the furnaces to make new glass 
bottles and jars.

GREEN, GREEN GLASS
At Beatson Clark’s glassworks in South Yorkshire we 
have our own dedicated recycling plant which helps 
us to produce containers with a high recycled glass 
content: our amber glass contains approximately 40% 
cullet on average while our white flint glass contains 
approximately 27% cullet. Because cullet melts at a 

lower temperature than raw materials, the amount 
of energy needed to melt recycled glass is 
considerably less than that needed to make new 
bottles and jars from raw materials. Recycling one 
bottle can save enough energy to power a 
television for an hour and a half! It’s been estimated 
that every 1000 tonnes of recycled glass that we 
melt saves 314 tonnes of CO2 in the atmosphere.

We work hard to spread the message that 
people should recycle more glass. Every year the 
average British family consumes around 500 glass 
bottles or jars, so there’s plenty of scope for more 
glass to be re-used. The UK business sector in 
particular still has a lot of work to do to increase 
the amount of glass that is recycled by bars, 
restaurants and pubs. Although glass is inert and 
will not harm the environment like other materials 
sent to landfill, the obvious benefits of recycling 
glass and the ease with which we can do so should 
encourage everyone to recycle more.

THE CASE FOR GLASS
As a packaging material with a long history and an 
impeccable track record, glass should be seen as the 
perfect packaging material for many food, drink 
and pharmaceutical products.

If you’re a food or drink producer, now is the 
time to switch to glass.
beatsonclark.co.uk

time to switch to glass
CHARLOTTE TAYLOR, MARKETING MANAGER AT BEATSON CLARK, LIFTS 
THE LID ON WHY GLASS IS THE IDEAL PACKAGING MATERIAL FOR A MORE 
ENVIRONMENT-CONSCIOUS SOCIETY…

Beatson Clark believe glass is more sustainable, more recyclable and more environmentally friendly than any other packaging material
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For your contract packing and gifting requirements –

Lemonpath offers solutions to fit.

Flexible, fast & accurate fulfilment with UK/Worldwide

delivery solutions.

For more information please contact 

Paul Price at sales@lemonpath.co.uk

Find out more at www.lemonpath.co.uk

O-I helps IWSC celebrate 50 years with special
bottle for special whisky
The International Wine and Spirit Competition
(IWSC) is to partner with O-I, the world’s leading
glass maker, to create a commemorative bottle to
celebrate the competition’s 50th anniversary. 
Marie-Laure Susset, Global Marketing
Communications Director for O-I says, “Glass is
emotive and transformative so we are delighted to
have the opportunity to creatively capture the
unique character of this special whisky into a
bespoke, premium design. Thanks to our new
service O-I : EXPRESSIONS, the bottle will capture all the emotions that befit the
competition’s 50th anniversary.” Just one cask of the IWSC 50th Anniversary Blend of
Scotch Whiskies will be made and filled in specially commissioned glass bottles, designed
and created by O-I. The design will be revealed at the IWSC Annual Awards Banquet,
which will be held on Thursday 28 November 2019.
Tel: +41 21 703 4100 | www.o-i.com

Scottish distillery, Eden Mill, has enlisted leading glass
packaging company, Croxsons, to design and create a
bespoke glass bottle for their new range of craft gin
liqueurs. Croxsons, who recently won the Queen’s Award for
Enterprise, has taken the project from design conception
through to the finished packaging. Croxsons’ chief operating
officer, Tim Croxson, said: “Eden Mill’s brand has an
established ceramic look, but in order to drive sales into new
markets we made the switch to glass to give a more
sophisticated aesthetic that would work well within both off
and on-trade channels. Our brand and structural design
teams built on the successes of the ceramic design, whilst
carrying some cues from the established whisky bottle to create packaging that is both
striking and stylish. A screen print ensured a premium finish, and allowed for economical and
expeditious printing. This printing process provided precise engineering with the label panels
so that they fit flush with the exterior of the dimples of the design, ensuring a perfect fit and
feel within the hand.” Visit stand  F40 at Luxury Packaging.     
Tel: 0208 337 2945 | www.croxsons.com

Croxsons’ new bespoke bottle affirms love for gin

RP SEPT/OCT 2019 MASTER_RETAIL PACKAGING  02/09/2019  15:28  Page 21



22  www.retailpackagingmag.co.uk

RETAIL PACKAGING GLASS PACKAGING – A E CHAPMAN & SON

full transparency
WITH MUCH GOING ON WITHIN THE WORLD OF GLASS PACKAGING, 
RODGER BOYD OF A E CHAPMAN & SON LTD TALKS US THROUGH THE 
CURRENT STATE OF PLAY…

I have worked in sales for one of the main UK glass 
bottle wholesalers for a number of years and in terms 
of sales I can confidently say that 2019 has so far 
been one of the toughest years yet. When I say tough 
I don’t mean we’re struggling to achieve sales in fact 
it’s the total opposite, at the moment sales within the 
glass bottle industry are stunning and the only thing 
that’s holding us back from going to even greater 
heights is the lack of supply from the main 
manufacturers. Production is running at near capacity 
level, and I now spend more time trying to identify 
reputable suppliers and source high-quality glass than 
I do visiting our customers to discuss their sales 
requirements. The old days of calling up a 
manufacturer and having your load delivered a few 
days later have gone, everything is now booked 
weeks in advance and on the odd occasion when 

Glass sales will continue to rise, as sustainability is not going away

A record number of new products launched to the market last year, especially in the gin category

The demand for quality glass rocketed in 2018

we’re crazy enough to ask for something that isn’t an 
industry standard, we expect to wait months. 

I’ve called 2019 tough but, in all honesty we’re 
where we are now as a result of 2018 being “the 
perfect storm”, let me explain why. In 2018 we had 
probably the best summer in over 100 years, soft 
drinks sales hit an all-time high, the demand for white 
flint glass doubled and, in some cases trebled, year on 
year. England had an extended run in the 2018 World 
Cup, the beer boys rose to the challenge and made 
sure no pub ran out of their favourite ale, this extra 
boost forced up the sales of amber glass. In 2018 the 
fruit growers had a bumper harvest and realised they 
were about to double their previous years bottle 
requirements, sales of green glass suddenly went 
through the roof. There was a record number of new 
products launched to the market in 2018 especially in 

the gin category, the demand for bespoke bottles was 
incredible as everyone wanted to have their own 
unique design. The UK wine industry continued its 
unstoppable march forward, there were over one 
million vines planted and bottle production smashed 
through the 15 million barrier.

We witnessed for the first-time glass availability 
being directly impacted by Brexit as the industry giants 
started to fill up every spare foot of their warehouses 
with stockpiled bottles in preparation for the UK 
leaving the EU with no deal. Finally, and possibly the 
single biggest reason for the sales surge, David 
Attenborough hit our screens with his Blue Planet 
programme. Almost overnight the nation became 
acutely aware of the dangers facing our oceans if we 
continue to dump plastic in them, drink producers 
reacted immediately, sustainability became the buzz 
word and a huge number of them moved away from 
plastic into glass.  

PROFIT OVER PEOPLE
All of that sounds really positive, if you asked any 
business owner what they’d wish for in a perfect world 
they’d say, “to have customers queuing up to buy our 
wares and to be able to sell every last item of stock”. 
Unfortunately, as with Newton’s law of gravity 
everything that goes up must come down and because 
of their current success some manufacturers have 
decided it’s more profitable to turn their backs on the 
small guys and merely concentrate on the “big boys”. 
The knock-on effect of this decision has resulted in a 
number of small producers going out of business 
which is such a shame as it’s the small guys who bring 
originality and diversity to the market. In fairness to 
the manufacturers, who in their right mind would 
forego the chance to recuperate an investment in five 
years instead of 10 or to double year on year profits. 

THE QUEST FOR GLASS
We believe 2020 will be a continuation of 2019 in 
terms of availability, maybe even tighter as a couple of 
the manufacturers have furnace upgrades planned for 
next year and this will put a greater strain on supply. 
The wholesalers will have to go further afield in their 
quest for glass, we know of one competitor who 
already sources their glass from China and while the 
quality of the glass isn’t particularly good, at least 
they’ve glass to sell. Glass sales will continue to rise, 
sustainability is not going away and if anything, the 
anti-plastic attitude of the nation will become more 
pronounced as the Govt. set higher targets.

My advice to anyone who wins Euromillions and 
has a spare £100 million lying around, go and build 
yourself a glass production plant.
aechapman.co.uk
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Q&A: WALKI RETAIL PACKAGING

Making packaging solutions ever more sustainable 
through new developments – this is the goal being 
pursued by Walki, one of the world’s leading 
manufacturers in this field. By 2030, the company 
aims to offer all its products to be renewable, 
recyclable or compostable. On the way to achieving 
this goal the company is producing a continuous 
range of innovations. These are used in food 
packaging such as frozen foods, fresh or confectionery 
products, non-food articles such as detergents, 
hygiene products, electronics and tobacco products, 
and also in luxury articles such as perfumes or spirits.

Visitors to FachPack 2019 can obtain information 
and advice on the products at the Walki stand (Hall 
7A, Stand 436).

WALKI SAYS THAT SUSTAINABILITY 
AND INNOVATION ARE TWO OF ITS 
KEY ISSUES. HOW IS THIS REFLECTED 
IN PRODUCT DEVELOPMENTS?
Many people now expect industry, retail and the 
catering trade to offer sustainable solutions and they’re 
consciously opting in favour of such products. This is 
why we develop intelligent packaging concepts that 
facilitate product handling and reduce packaging and 
food waste, while at the same time conducting 
ongoing research into increasingly sustainable materials.

ONE SUSTAINABILITY GOAL IS TO 
ACHIEVE A ZERO-WASTE FUTURE. 
HOW DO YOU INTEND TO GO ABOUT 
DOING THIS?
We have worked out a sustainability platform we have 
named Zero Waste Future. The aim of the platform is 
to develop and provide solutions that help our 
customer to define the best packaging solutions for 
their specific product. By using our solutions we want 
to contribute to keep the materials in a circular loop. 
Our material or packaging qualities are mainly based 
on cardboard and paper as their basic material, i.e. 
plant-based, renewable and recyclable resources. In 
addition, we’re gradually replacing conventional 
petroleum-based barriers with sustainable alternatives. 
Today, 80% of our products are already made of 
renewable or recycled raw materials. In the case of 
certain applications such as the frozen food sector the 
proportion is as high as 95%. Our goal is to increase 
this percentage to 100% for all qualities by 2030.

WHAT SPECIFIC TYPES OF 
SUSTAINABLE COATINGS DOES WALKI 
OFFER? WHICH APPLICATIONS IN 
CONSUMER PACKAGING ARE THEY 
SUITABLE FOR?
The qualities of the Walki-Green-PE and Walki-Wood 
ranges are particularly suitable for frozen and fresh 
products. Both use plant-based coatings whose 
properties and barrier values are identical to those of 
petroleum-based LDPE. They offer a strong water 
vapour barrier as well as impermeability to grease, and 
they can be processed in exactly the same way. The 
barrier in Walki-Wood is based on tall oil, which is a 
natural by-product of pulp production and would 
otherwise be used below value.

WHAT IS SPECIAL ABOUT CERTIFIED 
CIRCULAR POLYMERS?
Certified circular polymers enable us to close the 
recycling cycle. They are coating materials obtained in 
an innovative chemical recycling process from mixed 

“By using our solutions we want 
to contribute to keep the 

materials in a circular loop. Our 
material or packaging qualities 
are mainly based on cardboard 

and paper as their basic material, 
i.e. plant-based, renewable and 

recyclable resources”

q&a: walki
ANNIKA SUNDELL, EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, EXPLAINS 
HOW INNOVATION AT WALKI PUTS THEM ON THE PATH TO A 
ZERO-WASTE FUTURE…

plastic household waste that would otherwise be 
incinerated or landfilled. In this way we want to 
ensure that otherwise difficult to recycle packaging is 
reused in a meaningful way. Certified circular 
polymers are identical in quality to the original raw 
material and can therefore be used for the same end 
applications such as frozen and fresh food packaging.

SUSTAINABLE FOOD SERVICE 
MATERIALS ARE OF PARTICULAR 
INTEREST TO THE GROWING RETAIL 
CATERING SECTOR. WHAT OTHER 
PRODUCTS DOES WALKI OFFER IN 
THIS AREA?
We offer various sustainable coatings that are 
particularly suitable for to-go or take-away packaging 
and cups for hot or cold beverages. In the case of 
Walki-Bio, for example, about 75% of the coating 
consists of PLA (poly lactic acid) so it is industrially 
compostable. Walki-BioPBS – with a maize-based 
coating – is also very good for industrial composting. 
This quality has excellent potential for degrading in 
house compost, which we are currently developing 
further. It is also suitable for the normal recycling 
process. It is very important to us for our laminates to 
either be compostable or effectively recyclable. For 
this reason we have developed the so-called Earth 
Coating, especially for an optimised recycling process. 
This coating material can be separated very cleanly 
from the paper on which it is applied.

THE ACQUISITION OF PLASTIROLL,
 A FINNISH MANUFACTURER OF 
SUSTAINABLE PACKAGING 
MATERIALS, OPENS UP NEW 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR WALKI IN 
TERMS OF DISPERSION 
TECHNOLOGY. TO WHAT EXTENT 
WILL THIS IMPACT ON THE 
PORTFOLIO?
The acquisition of Plastiroll is another milestone for 
Walki in terms of sustainability. The company is one of 
the pioneers and leading European manufacturers of 
compostable bags and film with more than 20 years of 
experience. It has capacities for extrusion and 
dispersion coating as well as blown film production 
and bag making. With its portfolio under the well-
known Bioska and Hauska brands, Plastiroll is an ideal 
match for us and our range and a useful addition to it.
walki.com

The Walki Cup - the way 
forward for sustainability

Walki promote a 
zero-waste future
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RETAIL PACKAGING PPMA TOTAL PREVIEW

total time
PPMA TOTAL SHOW 2019 WILL OPEN ITS DOORS AT THE NEC, BIRMINGHAM, 
FROM 1 – 3 OCTOBER, FOR WHAT WILL BE THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE 
PRODUCTION LINE EVENT IN THE UK…

During the three days of PPMA Total, visitors will have 
access to 450 exhibitors and approximately 2500 
brands, showcasing the latest innovations in smart 
manufacturing, processing equipment and packaging 
solutions for the following sectors: food and 
beverage, pharmaceutical, household products and 
toiletries, building materials and supplies, pet care, 
micro-brewery and distilleries, FMCG and contract 
packing. Leading players exhibiting include Hewlett 
Packard, KUKA, Mettler Toledo, Cama, Bizerba, Ishida, 
Ulma, Schneider Electric, Barry-Wehmiller, Bosch 
Packaging and Pester – to name a few.

MACHINERY MASSIVE
This gathering of industry leading manufacturers will 
deliver the latest solutions in processing equipment 
and packaging machinery, with real-time 
demonstrations of advanced technologies and 
innovative solutions. Other areas of interest include 
artificial intelligence and the integration of vision 
equipment and robotics into existing production lines.

Renowned by the industry as a platform for 
launching new products, the 2019 show will be no 
exception, with multiple exhibitors announcing plans 
ahead of the show:
�  Detectamet Detectable Products will unveil their 

new innovative detectable temperature digital 
probe (stand D01). An industry-first, this 
detectable thermometer minimises the risk of 
foreign body contamination.

�  IBIS Packaging Solutions (stand C92), UK 
distributor for the Robotize GoPal mobile robot, is 
launching the new GoPal 800 – a self-driving 
mobile robot designed for the automated transport 
of pallets.

�  Endoline Machinery (stand H120) is launching a 
brand new, high-speed, fully automated, three-
in-one erecting, packaging and sealing system.

�  Fortress Technology (stand B01), having already 
announced its recent acquisition of long-term 
partner Sparc Systems, will debut the Interceptor 
DF, its latest metal detector, which is designed to 
inspect high-value, low profile foods vertically 
and horizontally concurrently.

�  Smart cable manufacturer icotek (stand A36) will 
be showing its latest cable entry plate.

�  Interroll (stand G12) is introducing a modular 
platform, based on its Modular Conveyor 
Platform, for driven pallet conveyance, offering 
reliable and efficient pallet handling.

�  Multipix Imaging Components, recipient of the 
prestigious Vision Award, is showcasing its latest 
revolutionary 3D camera technology, the 
Photoneo MotionCam 3D (stand A85).

�  Leuze Electronics (stand J70) is launching several 
new products, including the LCAM 408i industrial 
IP camera, and a new safety laser scanner, the 
RSL 400 PROFIsafe with PROFINET interface.

�  UK packaging solutions provider, Hazel 4D, has 
added a new void fill system to its range to help 
businesses use less plastic (stand C54).

ENTERPRISE ZONE
The Enterprise Zone will offer visitors a focal point for 
knowledge and expertise to educate and inform 
visitors with a free to attend, issues-led conference 
programme set to support business growth and 
development.

Featuring high-profile and respected experts from 
IKEA, DS Smith, The British Plastics Federation and 
The Sunday Times, this year’s first-class, industry-
responsive conference programme will focus on some 
of the key issues facing modern manufacturing, 
including Brexit, serialisation, artificial intelligence, 
plastic packaging, food waste, and sustainability and 
the circular economy. Case studies and presentations 

will also give visitors real examples of best practice 
manufacturing and excellence in processing and 
packaging production, aiming to motivate and 
inspire visitors to improve their businesses.

In a bid to inspire more young people to take up 
a career in engineering, this year’s event will again 
house an education hub that will offer guidance 
about apprenticeships and how companies and 
visiting students can potentially gain access to 
funding through the PPMA’s charitable arm, BEST 
(Business, Education, Skills and Training).

LOOK TO THE FUTURE
Richard Little, Show Director for the PPMA Group of 
Associations, said: “This year’s PPMA Total Show is 
topical for a number of reasons. Not only will it be 
the biggest PPMA show in the Association’s history, 
it’s only taking place in the same month that the UK 
is scheduled to leave the European Union. As a result, 
it’s encouraging more businesses to think laterally 
about investing in new machinery and equipment to 
ensure they maintain a competitive edge.

“New technology, working machinery and live 
demonstrations are always a big draw for visitors to 
our shows, and this year’s Total Show will be no 
exception. Pre-registration is again up year-on-year, 
which proves that, despite the global economic 
slowdown, demand remains high for PPMA shows 
and there’s a real appetite for companies wanting to 
exhibit to grow their customer-base.”

AWARDS & REWARDS
The PPMA Group Industry Awards 2019 will be held 
at the National Conference Centre in Birmingham on 
the evening of the first day of the Show. Now in its 
eighth year, the Awards ceremony brings together 
more than 300 industry professionals from the world 
of processing and packaging machinery and 
recognises the finest examples of innovation, smart 
manufacturing and entrepreneurship. For further 
information on the Awards, visit: ppmatotalshow.co.
uk/awards/ppma-group-industry-awards.
Registration for the PPMA Total Show 2019 is 
now open. To register for your FREE visitor 
badge, visit the PPMA Total Show website at: 
ppmatotalshow.co.uk. 

During the three days of PPMA Total, visitors will have access to 
450 exhibitors and approximately 2500 brands

Renowned by the 
industry as a platform 

for launching new 
products, the 2019 show 

will be no exception

This gathering of industry 
leading manufacturers will 
deliver the latest solutions 
in processing equipment 
and packaging machinery
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PPMA TOTAL PREVIEW - PROFILES RETAIL PACKAGING

YPS to attend PPMA TOTAL Show 2019 –
Stand A10

Yorkshire Packaging Systems, leading supplier of shrink wrapping solutions in the UK, will be a
ttending the UK’s most unmissable packaging exhibition, the PPMA TOTAL show in October at the
Birmingham NEC.
New for 2019, YPS will be displaying their recently-added range of stretch wrapping solutions, including
the premium semi-automatic pallet wrapper from Robopac, for whom YPS are a UK distributor. Also on
display will be a full complement of shrink wrapping machinery, including the impressive Hugo Beck
Servo X high speed side sealer which will be a working exhibit and a top-of-the-range side feed sleeve
wrapping line. Samples of world-leading Bollore polyolefin shrink film, including barrier and modified
atmosphere packaging films, will be available ready for live demonstrations with customer’s products.
YPS are also encouraging all exhibition visitors with ‘green’ concerns and those sceptical of shrink
wrapping’s environmental credentials to visit their stand to see how shrink wrapping can indeed be part
of any eco-friendly packaging operation – focussing in particular on their innovative B-NAT wrap!
Glyn Johnson, Managing Director of YPS, has been nominated by PPMA organisers as a ‘Find The Experts
Ambassador’ for shrink wrapping enquiries and will be available throughout the duration of the show to
offer assistance on this topic.
Finally, the PPMA Total show also host some of the most exciting and prestigious awards in the packaging
industry and as winners of three awards in recent years, YPS are hopeful of another chance at gold this
year - Watch this space! Be sure to visit YPS on stand A10!
Tel: 01924 441355 | www.yps.co.uk

PPMA 2019 Stand B42

At PPMA 2019
the PA team
will be on hand
to showcase
the latest
developments
designed to
deliver
significant
increases in
productivity,
process
efficiency and
performance.
PA will present
the high speed
Revolution, the
fastest most
environmentally friendly tray sealing machine on the market featuring proven patented
motion control technology to maximize the speed of the machine. Trays are fed
continuously into the tray sealer without stopping meaning an increase in production
speed and throughputs by up to 25%.
The machine operates without using any compressed air providing a greener solution and
will be exhibited with a range of fully recyclable and compostable packaging solutions, all
compatible with PA machinery.
Also on display will be Rotofill, PA’s latest filling and closing machine which can run up to
3 lanes dependent on the pot size meaning that customers can triple their throughputs.
Ideal for producers who want higher production speeds with space constraints and an
option of gas flushing for MAP packaging. It can be used for an extensive range of
products including drinks, cream, yoghurts, sauces, dips, soups and liquid desserts, nuts,
cereal, oats, powders and confectionery.
Lastly, on display will be PA’s intelligent weighing system MiWeigh, a factory efficiency
weight management system designed to improve productivity and efficiency whilst
minimising product giveaway in pack houses and on product assembly lines. 
The range of machines can be connected via a network to the internet allowing PA’s
service team to dial in and monitor the operating status of the machine or diagnose
component failure over the phone at any time. This gives them peace of mind that they
can be back up and producing in the shortest time possible.
Tel: 01565 755000 | www.pal.co.uk

Visit us at
PPMA Total
Stand A50

See us on Stand J60
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RETAIL PACKAGING MACHINERY NEWS

Some of the sharpest new tools 
of the packaging trade…

Machinery NewsNews

JENACT USE UV
JenAct Ltd – part of the Jenton Group – has 
launched a new food treatment conveyor for cost 
effective sterilisation, neutralisation and disinfection 
of microbiological contamination on food products. 
The hygienic, fully washdown system has been 
designed to help prevent spoilage, allow longer 
shelf life and reduce waste in line with retailer and 
government requirements.

JenAct’s new IP65 rated wire belt UV 
disinfection conveyor is produced from stainless 
steel and has integrated disinfection zones for food 
products such as salmon fillets or fruit to pass 
through. Incorporating JenAct’s UV Torpedo® 
technology, the unit’s shatterproof UVC lamp 
fixtures are mounted above and below the belt.

The new UV disinfection conveyor uses UV 
tunnels to achieve 360 degrees of UVC irradiation 
whilst a built in, custom-designed reflector 
maximises UVC output. JenAct’s proprietary system 

See what APEX Dynamics has to offer on stand E96 at PPMA Total

AVE’s Monobloc 
and Unibloc 
rinser/filler/
cappers

JENTON AT PPMA
Jenton International will be showing a wide 
range of packaging and processing equipment 
for the food, pharmaceutical, beverage, medical 
device and cosmetic industries at PPMA Total 
2019. The company will be highlighting its well 
proven Jenton Bandit® tabletop heatsealing 
banding machines with the latest large arch 
systems on display along with samples of 
products banded with printed materials. Jenton 
Ariana will be showcasing its convergers, suitable 
for thermoformed and other conveyorised packs, 
inline seal testers for MAP/CAP packs and trays, 
pad placing systems and stackers for multipacks. 
The JenAct GRU-V® and UV-Torpedo® 
sanitisation systems for reducing air and surface 
pathogens in a food production environment and 
Jenton Dimaco’s on and off-line label and data 
verification systems will be featured.  In response 
to demand for packaging weight to be reduced 
whilst maintaining shelf life and performance, a 
new for 2019 Jenton Packaging ‘Emplex’ 
continuous bag and pouch 
sealer with vacuum and gas 
flush will also be included.

To see all that Jenton 
offer, head to PPMA 
Total at Brimingham’s 
NEC on Oct 1-3.
jenton.co.uk

REACHING AN APEX
APEX Dynamics UK is set to steal the show on 
debut at PPMA Total, celebrating its launch of  a 
new range of stainless steel, planetary servo 
gearboxes in the UK that the company says will be 
a game-changer for applications in the food, 
pharmaceutical, packaging and automation sectors.

Visitors to the NEC on October 1-3 should 
head for Stand E96 to witness the latest in high 
precision, planetary servo gearbox technology 
available from APEX Dynamics, the exclusive and 
only authorised distributor of this equipment in 
the UK.

AVE IT 
At the PPMA Total Show, stand B20, AVE UK will 
launch its new range of bottling equipment in either 
Monobloc (filler/capper) or Unibloc (rinser/filler/capper) 
version, capable of handling a variety of different 
materials within one single machine. With the war on 
plastics affecting the drinks and liquids industry 
hardest, bottlers need economical rinsing, filling and 
capping lines to quickly switch between and handle 
multiple types of materials on a single machine; from 
plastics and glass to aluminium and biodegradables.

Suppliers of high-quality bottling and packaging 
machinery from semi-automatic to turnkey lines, AVE’s 
latest range provides this much-needed flexibility, 
allowing producers to expand their operations without 
fear of obsolescence.
aveuk.net

moves the product on the wire belt 
to ensure the whole product is 

treated and shadowing does not occur.
Unlike other UV disinfection systems, the 

reflector in JenAct’s lamp fixture does not have to 
be cleaned during the entire lifetime of the UV 
lamp which ensures maximum uptime. In case of 
any accidental breakage of the lamp quartz, the 
shattered lamp is kept within the enclosure of the 
lamp fixture by an FEP sleeve making this a 
completely food safe solution.

JenAct’s sophisticated modelling software 
predicts performance and allows optimisation of 
its new UV treatment conveyor against specific 
pathogens, including bacteria, viruses and 
moulds. The system operates at variable 
speeds and its lamp systems are appropriately 
configured to maximise effectiveness.
jenton.co.uk

Already established in 35 countries but new 
to the UK, what makes these planetary servo 
gearboxes different, but not significantly more 
expensive than standard steel units, is the 
stainless-steel body and patented design features 
around the gearbox and bearings.

One of the world’s leading servo gearbox 
and rack and pinion manufacturers, APEX 
Dynamics’ precision products are capable of 
backlash accuracy down to less than one arc 
minute as well as being cleverly designed for easy 
cleaning and sterilising in an environment 
involving food grade materials or 
pharmaceuticals. 

First time at PPMA Total for APEX Dynamics, 
Managing Director Mike Gulliford is thrilled to 
have such a prestigious launch pad in the UK and 
is keen to flag up that the company’s customer 
support and delivery times are also unmatched by 
its global competitors, a supply line that will not 
be troubled by a no-deal Brexit because the 
product is manufactured outside Europe.
apexdynamicsuk.com

JenAct’s new IP65 rated 
wire belt UV disinfection 
conveyor is produced 
from stainless steel and 
has integrated 
disinfection zones

Check out the Jenton 
Ariana at PPMA Total
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RETAIL PACKAGING PACKAGING MACHINERY – FORTRESS

Metallised film and 
staples in recycled 

cardboard could 
trigger a metal 

detector alert

keep tabs on food fads
PHIL BROWN, MANAGING DIRECTOR OF FORTRESS 
TECHNOLOGY EUROPE, OFFERS HIS TAKE ON THE FOOD 
SAFETY CHALLENGES NEW FOOD TRENDS POSE…

The food industry is evolving at a rapid rate. Whether 
it’s plant-based cuisine, protein-rich snacks or 
convenience with class, today’s food manufacturers are 
having to work harder than ever to please discerning 
consumers. Yet whatever the latest trend, the primary 
aim for producers must always be food safety. Metal 
detectors and inspection systems are critical to the 
food production process. As tastes change, technology 
must keep pace with evolving food trends to ensure 
safety standards are not compromised.

Today’s consumers are looking for high-quality 
meals that will fit into their fast-paced lifestyles, 
without having to compromise on health or flavour. As 
a result, convenience food, specifically meal kits, is 
anticipated to continue growing in popularity 
throughout 2019 and beyond. The subscription recipe 
box market was worth an estimated £129.2 million in 
the UK in 2017, with 6.5% of the UK population 
signing up to a subscription service. These convenience 
offerings deliver all the ingredient components 
required to make a fresh, tasty and nutritious meal at 
home, without the hassle of weighing, measuring or 
shopping for each item individually.

INSPECTION GADGET
In order to accurately inspect meal kits and ensure 
they are free from contamination, producers need to 
ensure their metal detection solution is sophisticated 
enough to cope with not only different kinds of 
foodstuffs simultaneously, but also different types of 
packaging.  Each type of food – protein, salad, 
vegetable, carbohydrate, etc. – has different 
conductive properties and therefore behaves 
differently in a metal detector. For example, some 
proteins are easier to inspect cooked than raw; and 
salad and vegetables will be easier to inspect than 
protein. The same principal applies to packaging; 
metallised foil is more problematic than plastic.

Fortunately, there are detectors available that can 
cope with such challenges. A metal detector that can 
run multiple frequencies simultaneously, such as the 
Fortress Interceptor, is ideal for these kind of elevated 
convenience products, as it can accurately inspect a 
variety of conductivities at the same time. Moreover, 
this kind of detector is an intelligent inspection 
solution; it will quickly ‘learn’ to recognise the 
different phases of a complex product and be able to 
accurately inspect it for signs of contamination.

EVERGREEN CONSUMPTION
Sustainability has been climbing up the consumer 
agenda for a number of years, and is set to really take 
off in 2019, moving towards a 360-degree approach 
spanning the entire product lifecycle. With plastic 
pollution hitting the headlines, there is now a drive 
towards sustainable packaging alternatives in the food 
industry. Bioplastics made from materials such as 
cellulose pose no problem to metal detectors, as they 
look and behave just like regular plastic. However, 
food producers need to be aware of the issues they 
could encounter with recycled cardboard. Cardboard 
is shredded during the recycling process, exposing the 
metallised film, which is usually aluminium-based. 

These metals will therefore trigger an alert on an 
inspection system.

While it is possible to calibrate or reduce the 
sensitivity on the detector to bypass the alert caused 
by metallised film, this will also decrease sensitivity on 
the product. In order to ensure a safe product yet 
avoid false readings interrupting the production 
process, we advise our customers to only purchase 
recycled cardboard from a supplier that has a metal 
detection system on site.

PROTEIN POWER
Rather than relying on supplements, consumers are 
moving towards fortified foods that contain elevated 
levels of supplements such as Omega-3, calcium or 
iron, or that are rich in turmeric, ginger or garlic; 
ingredients renowned for their anti-ageing and 
wellness properties. Also in the shopping baskets of 
those seeking a healthier lifestyle are products packed 
with protein. The ingredients used to make protein 
bars are dropped into a drum before being pressed 
into the required shape. If a contaminant falls into the 
drum rollers, it will get flattened and crushed, running 
the risk of it being incorporated into the final product. 
As these ultra-thin contaminants can be especially 
difficult to detect, Fortress has developed the 
Interceptor DF. Using a simultaneous multi-frequency 
operation, it is the world’s first metal detector to use 
multiple field direction and greatly improves detection 
of ultra-thin contaminants. 

A BRIGHT FUTURE
The use of mason jars has exploded in recent years. 
Because the underside of the lid is aluminium, these 
applications would previously have been inspected by 
x-ray. However, by working with our customers and 
inspecting the product before it is sealed, or switching 
to a plastic cap, Fortress has been able to ensure the 
integrity of the contents.

As food trends evolve, inspection machine 
manufacturers such as Fortress will continue to work 
closely with food producers to develop solutions that 
ensure they can keep pace with current trends while 
maintaining product safety.
fortresstechnology.co.uk

The European protein bar market is expected to grow by 7.4% 
between 2018-2023

6.5% of the UK population 
have signed up to a meal /
drink kit subscription service
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PACKAGING MACHINERY – ULMA RETAIL PACKAGING

When it comes to packaging, the need to be conscious 
of consumer demands for sustainable materials in a 
highly competitive marketplace, means manufacturers 
are constantly looking at how to achieve optimum 
efficiency throughout the packaging process. 

Thermoforming is already widely considered to be 
more energy efficient and environmentally friendly 
than many alternative methods. By creating a process 
that is truly efficient from the top-down, organisations 
can reap the rewards in terms of increased 
productivity and savings; all of which helps secure a 
competitive edge. Here are four key ways 
thermoforming can help manufacturers achieve 
optimum efficiency. 

1: REMOVE TRANSPORTATION 
Starting at the top of the supply chain and 
considering the transportation of packaging material, 
there is a huge cost saving that can be made here. 
Due to the nature of thermoforming, the finished 
package is fully formed on the machine from a roll of 
stock material and created on demand. Unlike pre-
formed tray lidding processes where the empty 
packages have to endure being transported to the 
manufacturing facility, the thermoform process creates 
an opportunity for processors to use lighter gauge 
materials to create the package. This reduces cost and 
complexity in the upstream logistics meaning 

organisations can focus their efforts on handling the 
final pack, helping to dramatically reduce costs, as 
well as positively impacting the environment.

2: ADDRESS INEFFICIENCIES 
IN THE PROCESS
To remain competitive, manufacturers must adapt and 
make changes where necessary. Some may prefer to 
queue the product in the process, however this is 
incredibly inefficient. Using a thermoforming method 
can offer manufacturers the opportunity to look at 
how the packing format can be integrated into the 
process and drive positive change throughout the 
production line. This not only helps to improve 
precision but also ensures every step is optimised. 

3: TARGET WASTE AT 
THE PROCESSING STAGE
All packaging processors generate some degree of 
loss in raw material, over a production period this 
could equate to an excessive amount. It also costs to 
remove such waste from the business’s premises. 
However, ULMA has developed a reduced scrap 
machine that helps manufacturers save, in terms of 
material waste and disposal costs. The reduced scrap 
feature on the TFS407R uses a narrower reel of film 
than those used by equivalent standard machines, 
which can reduce waste by up to 40%. 

efficiency with thermoforming
ALASTAIR COOK, PRODUCT MANAGER AT ULMA 
PACKAGING, EXPLAINS HOW TO MAXIMISE SAVINGS 
USING THE LATEST IN THERMOFORM PACKAGING…

Everything that is processed on the machine is 
automated – helping to improve productivity. 

4: GREATER APPEAL 
FOR THE END-USER
With thermoformer machines, there is more 
opportunity to experiment with new materials and 
increase packaging recyclability. For example, the TFS 
200 MSV is compatible with both recyclable film and 
paper board as well. This makes the machine the ideal 
packaging solution for food processors looking for 
more sustainable ways of protecting, transporting and 
displaying produce from the point of harvesting or 
manufacture to retail outlets. With public opinion 
driving the need to reduce single use plastics, 
especially in the case of product packaging, it will be 
simple touches like this that help give manufacturers a 
competitive edge. 

Whether a manufacturer is looking to achieve 
cost savings or become more environmentally friendly, 
thermoforming packaging could really transform the 
whole process.
ulmapackaging.co.uk

The TFS 200 MSV is compatible with 
both recyclable film and paper board

The TFS407R uses a narrower reel of film than those used by 
equivalent standard machines

“Thermoforming is already widely 
considered to be more energy efficient 

and environmentally friendly than 
many alternative methods” 
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RETAIL PACKAGING ENVIRONMENT MATTERS – VIVO LIFE

“We’ve always been incredibly 
conscious of our environmental 

impact. We make all of our products 
ourselves in our own renewable-

energy powered facility”

home compostable packaging
VEGAN HEALTH AND FITNESS SUPPLEMENT COMPANY, VIVO LIFE, HAVE 
LAUNCHED ITS ZERO WASTE, 100% HOME COMPOSTABLE PACKAGING. CO-
FOUNDER JOSH BOLDING COMMENTS ON THEIR ECO-FRIENDLY JOURNEY…

Vivo Life Vegan Protein Powders’ packaging is home compostableAn innovative approach to packaging waste

Vegans can now 
be ever smugger!

Made from wood 
pulp, Vivo Life’s 

packaging can be 
composted in your 

food waste

We recently launched a Kickstarter campaign to 
fund our 100% home compostable packaging 
and ensure our eco-friendly journey was brought 
to life as quickly as possible. This campaign saw 
over 600 backers get behind our mission. But 
where did our journey to compostable begin?

Like all good stories, our journey took us on 
a path that few have ever travelled and came 
with many twists and turns along the way. Since 
the very first day we started, we’ve always been 
incredibly conscious of our environmental impact. 
We make all of our products ourselves in our own 
renewable-energy powered facility, and we offset 
all of our carbon emissions by planting trees and 
supporting renewable energy projects around the 
world. But finding a sustainable packaging 
solution has always been the biggest problem.

HOME IS WHERE…
When we first started, we sold our products in 
recyclable tubs because we believed this to be the 
most sustainable packaging option available. 
However, as our business began to grow, we found 
that the fuel required to ship the tubs around the 
world far outweighed the environmental benefits of 
them being recyclable. The tubs were bulky and 
heavy and took up a lot of space in transit. We 
knew we needed to find another solution.

We then transitioned to a BPA food-grade 
plastic container. They could be recycled at a 
specialist recycling centre and because they were so 
thin they slashed our carbon emissions. However, 
this was still plastic and therefore still wasn’t good 
enough.

So, we set to work on creating our 100% home 
compostable packaging, working with consultants 
and suppliers from all over the world to make it a 
reality. We researched every single material in the 
packaging to ensure they were all truly home 
compostable. We printed prototypes in various sizes 
and tested them for shelf-life stability, oxygen 
transmission and structural integrity during transit. 
We measured the composting process and 
conducted mineral analysis on the soils so we knew 

that they could down safely and efficiently. And 
after over a year of work, we had a solution.

PULP IT UP
We arrived at our brand-new packaging that is 
entirely biodegradable, made from wood pulp and 
can be composted in your food waste or even your 
back garden. This will help us remove 20,000 plastic 
packages from circulation every month. We also 
went one step further – we no longer include a 
scoop with each of our products, and instead, we 
offer customers the chance to add on a 
compostable alternative at checkout.

As an independent business, raising the funds 
we needed to launch our new packaging took 
months, but we were determined to get our 
compostable packaging out as soon as we could. 
So, we launched our Kickstarter campaign which 
allowed people to pre-order their favourite products 
in our brand with the new home compostable 
packaging.
vivolife.co.uk
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ENVIRONMENT MATTERS – STAEGER RETAIL PACKAGING

Staeger UK, who recently have become the only 
company in the world to make their clear packaging 
from recycled British Post-Consumer Waste. This is the 
latest step in a history of a business known for high 
quality environmentally friendly packaging. Staeger UK 
have also made huge steps developing alternatives 
such as compostable clear packaging made from 
wood pulp, which is also extruded in the UK. They will 
be discussing these developments in detail at their 
stand (E40) at the Luxury Packaging Exhibition on the 
11th & 12th September.

These developments are not unexpected from this 
forward-thinking company, for over 30 years The 
Staeger Packaging Group has actively pushed forward 
the expectations of how packaging can be both 
effective and good for the environment. This unique 
approach alongside numerous accreditations, such as 
ISO and BRC, combined with many award, means 
whether they are doing new product development 
with a start-up company or an international role out 
with a multi-national brand, Staeger are a business 
you can trust.

HIGH QUALITY PACKAGING
Whether it’s amazing desserts, beautiful flowers, 
stunning gift sets or mouth-watering confectionary, 
many products sell themselves and Staeger’s 
transparent packaging puts the product front and 
centre.

Retail shelves have never been so competitive, 
customers can choose from many brands and 
options across almost every category of retail. Small 
things can make the difference between low and 
high sales of any product and one significant 
variation is the choice of packaging. Clear 
packaging has the potential to provide a huge 
impact on shelf and Staeger’s expert designers and 
account managers work with you in order to 
ensure you get the ultimate on-shelf presence.

Clear packaging is also an incredibly 
effective way of protecting and supporting 
products both in transit and on shelf. Staeger’s 
award-winning team are experts in ensuring every 
product arrives and is sold in the condition it was 
when it was first created. Utilising barrier 
properties and structural integrity, Staeger make 
optimal use of the properties of clear packaging to 
the utmost effect to maintain your product 
throughout its lifecycle.

ENVIRONMENTALLY 
FRIENDLY OPTION
The question of sustainability is forefront in the 
mind of everyone who has anything to do with 
packaging in the modern world and rightly so. It is 
an obligation that every person needs to take 
seriously to maintain the environment in which we 
all live. Staeger take this obligation very seriously.

True sustainable packaging involves the use 
of lifecycle analysis and assessment, to help guide 
the use of packaging which reduces environmental 
impact and ecological footprint. Staeger clear 
packaging produces sustainable packaging using 
these principles taking onto account modern 
lifecycle analysis on a variety of materials and 
continually looks to improve its offering to ensure it 
maintains its position as the leader in Sustainable 
clear packaging.

Staeger chose to make the move in 1985 away 
from the environmentally unfriendly PVC, at the time 
the big international extruders were under no 
pressure to shift away from PVC and so were 
uninterested in extruding PET sheets in the 
quantities Staeger required. In order to ensure 
that they could provide their customers with a 
sustainable solution, long before there was significant 
customer pressure to do so across Europe Staeger 
invested in the equipment to make them the first 
company to extrude and sheet PET for use in clear 
packaging. 

Since that time the standard has shifted from 
aPET made from virgin material to rPET made from 
60% minimum recycled content, which is now widely 
regarded according to all extensive lifecycle analysis to 
be one of the most sustainable packaging materials in 
the world. Not only is rPET made from recycled 
content it is also very easily recyclable itself, meaning 
it is truly part of the circular economy. All these things 
mean that rPET is sustainable in almost every metric, 
low carbon footprint, low energy and chemical use in 
production, easy to recycle back into the same 
product, low acidification and low waste, when 
compared to every alternative.

RECYCLING BRITISH WASTE 
Staeger have recently taken the sustainability of their 
rPET a step further beyond any other supplier. 
Through significant investment, Staeger in the UK is 
now the only company able to produce clear 
packaging using rPET extruded in the UK using PCW 
recycled in the UK. This means Staeger’s packaging is 
not only lower carbon footprint as it is not imported 
but it is directly feeding from the waste stream in 
which it is recycled, meaning it truly is a circular 
economy solution.

YOUR PERFECT SOLUTION
Please contact Staeger to discuss any packaging 
requirements you may have and help them to increase 
your sales and protect your product and brand in the 
most sustainable packaging solutions you can buy.
T: 02476 581 197
E: info@staegerclear.co.uk
W: staegerclear.co.uk

Stylish, robust packaging 
that tick the green box

british packaging from british waste
LOOKING AT ADVANCED CO-FRIENDLY PACKAGING, WE HEAR FROM 
BRENDAN COWEY AT STAEGER CLEAR PACKAGING LIMITED…
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AW Gregory & Co Ltd
Plastic Bottles and Containers

To request our latest brochure call
Tel: 01732 462656  
Fax: 01732 742602

Station Works, Rye Lane,
Dunton Green, Sevenoaks, 

Kent TN14 5HD
Tel: 01732 462656 Fax: 01732 742602

www.technical-treatments.co.uk

Technical Treatments Ltd
Est. 1946

Manufacturers of Blow Moulded

Bottles.

Large range of both narrow 

and wide mouth bottles and

containers. ISO Approved

Hollowrap Coreless
Stretch Film

Why buy film on cores, only to throw
them away?

Hollowrap film saves you time, effort
and money
• An eco-alternative that

out-performs current
stretch film products

Tel. +44 (0) 116 2760206
sales@hollowrap.com

Fax. +44 (0) 116 2742995
www.hollowrap.com

ADHESIVES

EDGE PROTECTION

BOTTLES

FILMS

COSMETIC & TOILETRY
PACKAGING

FOAM PACKAGING

BOXES & CARTONS

CAPPING & FILLING

BAGS

BLISTER PACKS

WWW.VACFORMS.CO.UK

Dale Products 
(Plastics) Ltd

Barnsley Road,
Platts Common,
Barnsley S74 0QW

Tel: 01226 742511
Fax: 01226 350496

Manufacturer of all types of 
polythene bags printed or plain 

inc. shaped bags, block bottom bags,
drawstring.

UK manufacturer of:
Semi-automatic & automatic

inline filling machines.
Inline automatic capping

machines.
Rotary filling & capping

machines.
Tube filling & closing

machines.
Service, refurbishment &

ancillary equipment.
T: +44 (0) 1597 824918
F: +44 (0) 1597 822553

E: colin@sp-filling.co.uk
www.sp-filling.co.uk

GIFT PACKAGING

We have over 700 sizes of cartons and
boxes in stock:

We have over 3,700 packaging products in stock
available for delivery to you next day.

To get your FREE COPY of the Rajapack catalogue
call or go online:

Tel: 0800 542 44 28
www.rajapack.co.uk

e-mail: sales@rajapack.co.uk

• Single, double and triple wall cartons
• White boxes • Long boxes
• Telescopic boxes • Removal boxes
• Loading cases and containers
• Export boxes

FOR ADVERTISING BOOKINGS
& ENQUIRIES

Please call Chantell on:

01206 506254
or email: 

chantell@
retailpackagingmag.co.uk

RETAIL PACKAGING CLASSIFIED

SUBSCRIPTION
To receive
your own
copy, on 
a regular
basis, 
visit our
website,

www.retailpackagingmag.co.uk
+44(0)1206 506249
+44(0)1206 506254

**THE CLASSIFIEDS SEPT/OCT 19_THE CLASSIFIEDS  30/08/2019  13:35  Page 32



www.retailpackagingmag.co.uk  33

CLASSIFIED RETAIL PACKAGING

PVC, RPET/POLYPROPYLENE CARTONS

PLASTIC

Tel: +44 (0)333 1234 188

L A B E L L I N G
L I M I T E D

FOR ADVERTISING BOOKINGS & ENQUIRIES
Please call Chantell on: 

01206 506254
or email: 

chantell@retailpackagingmag.co.uk

LABELLING

To receive your
own copy, on 

a regular basis, 
visit our
website:

www.
retailpackagingmag.

co.uk
+44(0)1206 506249
+44(0)1206 506254

SUBSCRIPTION
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TRANSPARENT CARTONS & TUBES

SHRINK WRAPPING

SHRINK WRAPPING

The UK’s No1 designer & 
manufacturer of bespoke 

clear packaging
• Rpet from a min. 50% PCW
• Folding cartons, sleeves & collars
• Welded lids & bases
• Pick & Place windows & cylinders
• Litho, Screen Print & Foil blocking
• Rapid Design & Sample service
• BRC Food Certificated site in Coventry

Email: info@staegerclear.co.uk
Web: www.staegerclear.co.uk

Tel: 02476 581197 
Fax: 02476 581215

VACUUM FORMING

PACKAGING MACHINERY

RPET/POLYPROPYLENE
CARTONS

The Art of Presentation
We are London’s premier packaging
mock-up company and we specialise

in producing high quality all in house
mock-ups that are second to none

FOIL BLOCKING
DEBOSSING
UV LITHO
REPRO
PACK MAKE-UP
SPRAYING

EMBOSSING
UV SCREEN
SHRINK SLEEVING
DESIGN DEVELOPMENT
PRINT CONSULTING
CUTTING AND CREASING

UNITS 3-6 PARKSIDE BUSINESS ESTATE
ROLT STREET LONDON se8 5jb

tel: 0208 691 4567
e-mail: info@artofpresentation.co.uk

PACKAGING ORIGINATION

TUBES & AEROSOLS

SUBSCRIPTION
To receive
your own
copy, on 
a regular
basis, 
visit our
website,

www.retailpackagingmag.co.uk
+44(0)1206 506249
+44(0)1206 506254
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FOR MANUFACTURING 
IN FOOD, BEVERAGES, 

PHARMACEUTICALS, 
TOILETRIES, COSMETICS 

AND MORE…

1-3 OCTOBER 2019 
NEC, BIRMINGHAM 

THE COMPLETE 
PRODUCTION  
LINE EVENT

ppmatotalshow.co.uk
O W N E D  &  O R G A N I S E D  BY

FREE  
TO ATTEND 
REGISTER 

NOW
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